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Great Plains Yearly Meeting  

of the Religious Society of Friends 

One Hundred Fourteenth Annual Assembly 

Sixth Month 

held at Wichita Friends School 

 

Deep Water Faith 

"Deep calls unto deep; the deep [within] God calls to the deep [within us]." 

~Rufus Jones 

 

Guest Speaker: Colin Saxton 

 

Schedule of Sessions                                         

Thursday – June 3 

Committee Meetings (Zoom link ** provided by committee clerk request only) 
2:30pm – Finance & Home Missions  
4:00pm – Ministry & Counsel & Nominating  
5:30pm – Supper  
6:45pm – Opening Sessions ** 

Worship  
State of Society Reports  
Statistics  
Queries  
Guided intro to focus our weekend – Colin Saxton 
 

Friday, June 4 
Snacks and Coffee  
9:00am – Memorial Service, facilitated by Ministry & Counsel. ** 

Losses: Family & friends, Pandemic, Job, Routine, Fellowship  
Prayer for Healing  

10:30am - Reports  
Noon – Lunch  
1:30pm – Workshop **  FCNL – “F/friends in Unlikely Places: Engaging with Those Who Don’t Agree with 
You.”  
2:45pm   

Godly/Faith & Play Tour   
Wichita Friends School Tour  
Service Project – Supporting Wichita Friends School (outdoor & indoor projects) 

5:30pm – Supper  
6:45pm – Worship with Colin Saxton -- “Deep Water Faith”: “Why are you so afraid? Where is your faith?” 
Mark 4:35-41 ** 

Saturday, June 5 
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Snacks and Coffee  
9:00am – Worship with Colin Saxton “Deep Water Faith”: “Take courage-it is me!” Matthew 14:22-33 ** 
Noon – Lunch  
1:15 – 2:30pm – Worship with Colin Saxton “Deep Water Faith”: “Because you say so, I will.” Luke 5:1-11 
** 
Closing  
 
** = Zoom connection available 
 

THURSDAY, JUNE 3, 2021 

GPYM 2021-01 Friends Gather in Wichita, Kansas 

Committee meetings met at 2:30 for Finance and Home Missions and at 4:00 for 
Ministry & Counsel and Nominating Committee. These meetings were followed by a supper 
provided by Patrice Stephenson at Heartland Friends Meetinghouse at 5:30. 

GPYM 2021-02 Opening Business Sessions 

The 114th Annual Sessions of Great Plains Yearly Meeting began at 6:45 with a 
welcome from LaVonna Loesch, presiding clerk, by reading prayer from Scott Waggoner. 
She shared her pleasure that we can all gather together in person and via Zoom.  She went 
over safety guidelines due to Covid and asked Friends to please make sure to register if you 
haven’t already. Registration is available online and in paper form.  The experiment of 
‘paying as led’ was new this year and it has been interesting to see how Friends have 
responded. Meals are being served at Heartland Friends.  Patrice Stephenson’s grandsons 
are providing shuttle service via golf cart to get to meals if a ride is needed. 

Extracts can be gathered and placed in the manila envelope on the clerks’ table. 
Friends participating via zoom can make comments in the chat. Evaluation forms will also be 
available for feedback. Reports that need to be shared (agency reports, committee reports 
etc.) are available on the website: www.greatplainsyearlymeeting.org.  
 An epistle committee needs to be appointed for these sessions. Friends were asked to 
consider a name or volunteer themselves. After some time of consideration, Sara Scribner & 
Connie Adams volunteered to work on this task. 
 
Monthly meeting roll call:  
Central City – Steve McConnell, William McConnell and Lisa McConnell;  
Heartland – Jim Perkins, Connie Adams, Dorlan Bales, Aaron Fowler and James Lynch (via 
Zoom);  
Hominy – David Nagle, Joseph Nagle, Carole Revard, Margaret Ruwalt, Anika Nagle, Beth 
Green-Nagle (via Zoom);  
Lubbock – Sara Scribner and Sally Shelton (via Zoom);  
Topeka – David Ozaki, Marjorie Van Buren (both via Zoom);  



5 

 

University Friends – Cliff Loesch, LaVonna Loesch, Paul Mallonee, Cheryl Mallonee, John 
Wine, Sue Wine, Molly Loesch, Rhonda Newby, Doug Chambers, Pam Chambers and 
Andrea Suttle (via Zoom). 
Visitors to our sessions - Jon Krieg with AFSC, Des Moines (via Zoom); Melissa Stoner with 
AFSC (via Zoom), Philadelphia; JeanMarie Barch (via Zoom) & John Barch (in person) from 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting.  
LaVonna shared a letter of introduction for Bobby Trice & Alicia McBride – FCNL 
representatives, who are participating via Zoom. They will be facilitating a workshop on 
Friday, June 4.  

GPYM 2021-03 State of Society Reports 

State of Society reports were read by representatives from each monthly meeting.  
University was read by Doug Chambers and Sara Scribner offered a prayer following the 
reading; Topeka was read by David Ozaki; Lubbock was read by Sara Scribner; Carole 
Revard read the report for Hominy which also covers Council House Preparative Meeting 
and Tahlequah Friends Group; Heartland was read by Connie Adams and Central City was 
read by Steve McConnell.  These reports are also available on the yearly meeting website & 
in appendix of minute book.  (see appendix) 
 

GPYM 2021-04 Queries from Colin Saxton 

Colin Saxton shared some queries to help guide us through our time with him this 
weekend. People have gotten used to being isolated through the pandemic and it’s been 
‘safer’ by yourself in some sense. A lot more hatred is out in the world due to lack of personal 
contact.  It will take time to heal from what we’ve been through. An anchor to keep us 
centered is necessary. How do we go out in the boat with Jesus and trust that we’ll be OK?  
A few queries to consider this weekend: Are you ready for stormy weather?  In a storm, what 
is it that most frightens you? Whom do you turn to when you’re afraid? Are you being called 
into deeper water? Does your boat need to be sunk or sold? 

GPYM 2021-05 Logistics 

The memorial service tomorrow morning will be an expanded service to include not 
only friends we have lost, but the effects of the pandemic on our lives.   
A representative from Friends University will be here at the 10:00 break tomorrow morning. 
LaVonna closed the session with prayer.  

FRIDAY, JUNE 4, 2021 

GPYM 2021-06 Memorial Service, June 2019 through June 2021 

This service will not only be to remember lives of those we have lost, but also the 
losses we’ve had in the past year due to the pandemic. Sara Scribner introduced the service 
followed by our singing “Abide with Me.” Sally Shelton shared reflections on the pandemic 
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year and Cliff Loesch shared the names of friends we have lost over the past two years. The 
names will be included later in the minutes. We entered a period of open worship and friends 
were invited to share memories as led. LaVonna Loesch and Ministry & Counsel members 
led a responsive prayer – “Praying Together for Healing.”  We concluded with the hymn 
“How Can I Keep from Singing?” (see appendix for Responsive Prayer and Losses) 

BUSINESS – Session II:  Committee and Agency Reports 

GPYM 2021-07 Ministry & Counsel Report 

Sara Scribner reported that they are continuing to hold all the meetings in prayer. They 
welcome any suggestions for nurture for the monthly meetings.  They also worked on 
preparations for the memorial service this morning. 

GPYM 2021-08 Nominating Committee Report 

Sue Wine reported that she, Molly Loesch, Lisa McConnell and Angela Brown (via 
phone), met.  They are prayerfully considering who may be willing to serve in positions of the 
yearly meeting. Presiding Clerk, Assistant Clerk and possibly Recording Clerk need to be 
considered. They are in the process of discerning names that arise for areas of service, but 
hope to have a complete list done by this summer.   

GPYM 2021-09 Finance Committee Report 

Steve McConnell and Connie Adams presented the treasurer’s report. Our finances 
are in good shape mostly due to there being no travel expenses the past year or so.  The 
operating fund is earning more money due to investments through Everence rather than the 
checking account we used to use. There are $97,600 total cash assets for the yearly meeting 
and Home Missions accounts. 

The proposed budget for 2022 was presented.  A Zoom subscription has been added 
to the budget this past year. Discussion followed regarding the ‘pay as led’ registration and 
meal costs this year.  Steve reminded us that there are travel funds available for visits to 
Friends’ agencies and gatherings. The budget was approved.  (see appendix) 
 

GPYM 2021-10 Wichita Friends School Report 
Connie Adams read the Wichita Friends School report.  (see appendix)  A tour of the 

facility will be available this afternoon.  Lynnette Krieger Zook, assistant head of school, 
asked as you tour the rooms, to pray in each room. 

GPYM 2021-11 Quaker Earthcare Witness 

John Wine reported on Quaker Earthcare Witness. The organization has been busy 
this year and Zoom has been beneficial for keeping connected with one another. Many 
reports and studies are shared via email. They are focusing this year on the acceleration of 
climate change and how it affects societies.  If you have a passion for this kind of work, 
please let John know.  (see appendix) 
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GPYM 2021-12 Friends United Meeting 

Cliff Loesch and Colin Saxton reported that a Zoom Triennial is happening later this 
month. Due to all the time zones, they will be ‘broadcasting’ only a few hours a day to 
accommodate everyone.  Colin is back at FUM as the director of North American ministries.  
They are working on getting field staff fully funded. There is a new head of school in 
Ramallah.  Robert Wafula is at the school in Kenya and Oscar Mbali is at the school in 
Belize.   They will be trying to relaunch some older programs from the past.  Conflicts 
between yearly meetings have caused shortages in staff.  Unleashing the Power is a 
program to help meetings grow and thrive. They are focusing on children’s ministries at first. 
Flourishing Friends is a program to help support meetings that are struggling.  FUM is also 
working on launching an Interim Intentional Ministry program. Colin continues to work with 
Everence and has workshops available.  (see appendix) 

GPYM 2021-13 Friends World Committee for Consultation 

Beth Green-Nagle shared the report which will be included in the minutes. Their entire 
gathering was held via Zoom with more than 300 participants.  Some from Columbia and 
Venezuela were able to participate for the first time.  (see appendix) 
 
Lunch at Heartland Friends Meetinghouse 

AFTERNOON WORKSHOP  

F/friends in Unlikely Places: Engaging with Those Who Don’t Agree with You 

Friends were invited to participate in this workshop from Friends Committee on 
National Legislation (FCNL) led by Bobby Trice, Quaker Engaging Associate and Alicia 
McBride, Director of Quaker Leadership.  This presentation is based on a book by Karen 
Tibbles, Persuade, Don’t Preach. 
 Bobby shared that his first lobbying experience with a North Carolina representative’s 
office regarding gun control did not go well. He went in aggressively with his own view and 
the conversation did not go very far.  
 Why do we engage in conversations? How do you talk to people? We were asked to 
introduce ourselves to someone nearby in the room and name one person that you disagree 
with that you would like to have a conversation with. Things to consider are: Why engage 
with someone you disagree with? How do you stay in a relationship? Pragmatism, harm 
reduction, polarization and listening/learning are factors to remember. 
 It is important to separate the person and their values from the positions they take on 
issues.  There are five moral foundations. Images were put up representing the following:  
Belonging & Community, Respect for Authority, Sacredness/Purity (Sanctity), Fairness, Care 
for other (care/harm)  
 We all give weight to these 5 foundations. Some of these foundations weigh more 
heavily than others and we have different interpretations of these foundations. 
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Yourmorals.org is a website that you can fill out a moral foundations’ questionnaire for a self-
inventory.  
 People who identify as conservative place similar emphasis on all these values. 
Liberals lean more towards the last 2 items. Different interpretations of these 5 items can 
cause conflict. Belonging & Community place higher for conservatives, i.e., nationalism vs. 
global outlook for liberals. Respect for authority is higher for conservatives and lower for 
liberals. Sacredness places higher for conservatives vs. a broader notion of purity for 
liberals.  
 Examples of statements made by policy makers in Washington were shared and we 
were asked to decide which moral foundations applied to each.   
 These are things to apply if you see a representative yourself:  Who is your 
representative and what do you need to talk about? Research that representative and see 
where their stance might be. What is their dominant moral frame and how does is relate to 
yours? How do you bridge the gap? Practice framing the change in policy; ask in moral 
foundations appealing to the member. 
 Bobby reexamined how he could have approached Rep. McHenry’s staffer, who was a 
former law enforcement official, in a better way. Before meeting with a public official, he 
checked their website, Twitter, etc., to see where they might stand on an issue. Respect for 
authority is high on McHenry’s moral foundation list so he practiced framing his request in 
moral foundations that were appealing to the staffer and Rep. McHenry.  
 Persuade, don’t preach when approaching someone who has different point of view. 
Evidence from Feinberg & Willer’s research on moral reframing was shared. Opinions can be 
changed sometimes if there is a reframing of the argument.  Moral Reframing technique:  
Ask, Listen, Affirm and Reframe. 
 A roleplay video was shared showing how Bobby’s conversation with Rep. McHenry’s 
office could have gone better with the reframing technique. You need to ask questions with 
empathy/curiosity; listening and affirming the other person and reframing the issue with an 
importance to the staffer helped make the conversation go much smoother. It helps pave the 
way for further conversations on other topics.  
 Spiritual Grounding has a connection to Quaker beliefs and practices.  There is a 
biblical basis for moral reframing Matt 10:16 – sending you out like sheep among the wolves. 
We ought to be able to work for causes which will not be won now, but cannot be won in the 
future unless the goals are staked out now and worked for energetically over a period of time 
- E Raymond Wilson. 
 
A ‘to-go box’ we can use later will be forwarded to LaVonna so she can distribute it to the 
rest of the group. 
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GPYM 2021-14 Afternoon Service Projects and Building Tour 

Following a break, friends were invited to participate various service projects in and 
around the school, or participate in a tour of the building, praying in each room for the life of 
the school. 

GPYM 2021-15 Supper and Evening Session with Colin Saxton 

Following supper, Cliff Loesch and Joseph Nagle shared some jazz selections on bass 
and saxophone prior to our evening session with Colin Saxton.  He will be sharing on our 
theme “Deep Water Faith” Why are you so afraid? Where is your faith? – Mark 4:35-41 
 Aaron Fowler led us in some singing with his guitar and Pam Chambers provided a 
prayer of centering prior to Colin’s time of sharing. 
 Are you living in life and power?  This is a question Colin has run across lately in his 
early Quaker readings. How are we doing this? How did the disciples do it?  Jesus’ power 
with compassion is changing the lives of the people around him.  His students have gathered 
around and are excited to learn and they head out on a boat in the sea of Galilee. He shared 
the story from Mark 4:35-41, about their time in the boat in rough seas. Who is this that 
commands the sea and they that obeyed?   
 The mission is going to be changing for the disciples and is going to be more difficult.  
For the past 15 months it feels like we’ve been in the boat that’s going to capsize.  Natural 
disasters and a global pandemic have caused us to be tossed and turned. We pray divine 
power into the lives of those who are still hurting.   
 What worries you about the year ahead?  The level of hate in our society was one 
concern that was mentioned. Why are you so afraid? ‘Fear not’ and ‘do not be afraid’ are 
phrases often said by Jesus in the gospels. Jesus hears the voice of God and know that 
gives him power as God’s beloved. There is nothing wrong with being afraid, but fear is 
different as it can keep you from functioning. Nothing can separate us from the love of God.  
 The premier skill of the spiritual life is to live the present moment.  It’s not easy to live 
in the present, but rather live in the past or strain for the future.  The future is out of control 
and uncertain, so focus on this moment and try to hear the voice of God. This is the moment 
that we have the capacity to hear the calming voice and the spirit of freedom. In the present 
we have the capacity to slow things down, exercise self-control and take responsibility for our 
actions.   
 Colin shared that he has an ostrich egg he keeps in his office. He obtained the egg 
due to his wife having a job as an animal keeper at a Portland zoo. What is the purpose of an 
ostrich?  They cannot fly, they have tiny brains and huge eyes and are not very bright. 
Ostrich parents would forget where they laid their eggs or go off wandering without their 
young. This is the story of Israel; always being distracted and wandering off.  Ostriches have 
amazing speed and can run over 40 miles per hour.  When they get afraid, they run and spin 
in circles. This is how humans can handle being afraid as well. Energy is wasted when fear 
and anxiety take over. Ostriches can see in 360 degrees and can see great distances. They 
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can keep one eye on their eggs and do another task, but have to keep their one eye on that 
egg. Colin keeps the egg in his office as a reminder that we are under the watchful eye of 
God at all times.  This should remind us to also keep our eyes on God.  
 God is there in the present and we do not need to be afraid. How do we fix our eyes 
on God with all the distractions out in the world? He’s ready give us strength and provide 
calm in our lives.  Simply be here, in this moment and tune your ears to the one who’s 
present and with us always.  
 Psalm 121 was provided as we settled in to a time of open worship. 
 Aaron Fowler thanked friends for working on the service projects around the school 
this afternoon and the building tour with blessings on the classrooms.   
 

SATURDAY, JUNE 5, 2021 

GPYM 2021 – 16 -- Worship with Colin Saxton 
 

Following waiting worship, LaVonna greeted friends and made some announcements. 
There are evaluation forms available to fill out, please sign the ‘big book’ on the front desk.  
There are still some registrations that need be turned in and paid, so please get that done.  
David Nagle shared that there is a new Hominy Friends Meeting cookbook available for 
purchase. Please see him if you are interested There is a called Continuing Committee 
meeting this morning at the rise of this morning’s session. 
 Carole Revard shared some scripture and prayer before Colin’s time this morning.  
Colin Saxton continued sharing on the theme of “Deep Water Faith” – “Take courage – it is 
me!” Matthew 14:22-23. 
There are different ways generations handle talking about fear.  Older people tend to avoid it, 
whereas younger people are more open about talking about their fears. There is a struggle to 
give our deaths away as we reach our final years.  
 He continued his story from Matthew about Jesus and the disciples on the boat and 
Jesus walking across the water to the boat. Is there a part of that story that resonates with 
anyone?  Why do you doubt? Jesus stayed behind to pray to gain a sense of strength.  Who 
are you in this story? Are you in the boat? Are you Peter? Did you not even get in the boat?  
Some identified with Peter while some thought, ‘Come on! Get out of the boat!’ Following 
Jesus can be scary, why did I not get in the boat?   
 Another perspective is that God sends us out to scary situations to strengthen our 
faith.  This story takes place in the middle of the night, which can be an unsafe time. It’s dark 
and they’re exhausted and afraid, but when Jesus appears it terrifies the disciples.  Has the 
spirit ever shown up in your life in that kind of unexpected way? Friends broke into small 
groups to discuss this for a short time. 
 Sharing stories like these is important for building community.  Similarities, surprise, 
togetherness, were words used to describe what friends had discussed. Challenged, 
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humbled, respect, trust, hope, connections were also feelings experienced in this exercise. 
By listening for the voice of God, he can help you through challenges. Colin shared a story of 
a suicide attempt that was thwarted by the voice of God that spoke to him to go and find that 
person. 
 The role of Peter in the story from Matthew is that of an impulsive one that wanted to 
be faithful to Jesus. He wanted to walk where Jesus walked. He did walk on water for a few 
steps, his focus was distracted by the wave and he starts to sink. When Jesus reached out 
and they get back in the boat, the storm subsides. Jesus asks why did you not trust me? 
Jesus uses this as a teaching moment and Peter’s trust and loyalty begins to deepen.  
 This past year has been a year of storm. What has this been preparing GPYM for? 
Christ is always with us even if we can’t see him. The story illustrates that there is always a 
hand to help you. A spacious place is mentioned many times throughout scripture.  We can 
live an uninhibited life before God in these spaces. Distractions are very real, but have no 
power over us because God is with us.  
 Be mindful of the voice of God around you. As we falter, the experience of being saved 
while sinking is a powerful thing. What do we miss out on by staying in the boat rather than 
taking the risk of getting out? 
 A prayer from Thomas Merton was shared in closing. 
 LaVonna shared that she has a feeling that we all have a nudging that we may have 
been holding back. We should be mindful of God’s presence and get out of the boat.  Sara 
Scribner shared from a memory of a yearly meeting in Hominy years ago that someone said 
we are not ‘So, So’ Plains Yearly Meeting, but Great Plains Yearly Meeting. Do we have the 
courage to step out in faith?  LaVonna encouraged us to wrestle with whatever the spirit has 
stimulated in our minds this morning and to continue this afternoon. 
 
GPYM 2021 – 17 – Saturday Afternoon Session 
 

Nominating Committee report, Sue Wine:  At this point we do not have clarity and 
confirmation for all of our 2022 nominations process.  Since our slate of nominations is not 
complete yet, our committee proposes that we have a meeting of the whole (all GPYM 
members) over Zoom after the September 18th continuing committee meeting for the 
purpose of reviewing and approving our nominations for 2022.   At this point we are 
continuing to search for a Presiding Clerk, Assistant Clerk, and AFSC representative. 
LaVonna will send a list of our 2022 nominations confirmed to-date to members after the 
close of our gathering today. 

The Youth Orchestra played an arrangement of “Brethren We Have Met for Worship”, 
and two congregational hymns – “One Step and a Time” and “Somos el Barco/We Are the 
Boat.”  Members present and members over Zoom enjoyed singing along. 

Cliff Loesch opened afternoon worship with prayer. 
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Colin Saxton invited us to considering how FUM might be helpful to Great Plains 
Yearly Meeting and to consider “What is our (GPYM) future?”   

Several years ago Colin led a group to Israel/Palestine, visiting settlements and 
villages.  They went to several Biblical historical places, including the Sea of Galilee shore 
with a boat ride out onto the Sea.  Colin led us into scripture with some guided imagery of 
being on the shore of the Sea.  A crowd gathers to listen to that Nazarene rabbi.   He 
comforts the disturbed and disturbs the comfortable.  Jesus leads the crowd to the edge of 
the water … a place of baptism, a place of decision-making, a place of changed life.  Jesus 
asks a man called Simon to carry him out on the water in his boat.  Out on the water, Jesus’ 
voice carries clearly.   

We don’t know what Jesus said that day, but we know what happened next.  Jesus 
tells Simon to take the boat out into deep water and let down the nets.  Simon had fished all 
night and not caught anything.  Why go out again?  (Think about something God has asked 
you to do that seems to make no sense.  Or a leading that comes when you’re exhausted or 
really tired.)  Simon’s response:  “Because you say so, I will.”  Simon took one step closer to 
becoming “Peter” that day.   

Simon grew to know that he needed to rely on strength, wisdom and power beyond 
him.  It is clear in the story that Jesus wants and needs something more from Peter.  Going 
willingly and obediently into deep water cost Peter everything … his profession, his 
possessions, his time, his life. 

At the end of the passage: “They (Simon and the fisherman) pulled their boats up on 
shore, left everything and followed him.”  The shore is a great place for listening.  Deep water 
is a place of obedience.   

We were asked to wonder where we would be in this story.  On the shore?  In the 
boat?   
We can pray that our circumstances may change, but what is really important is what is 
going on in us.  From a Margaret Fell letter to Friends:  “Let the eternal life search you and 
try you for the good of your souls.”   
 

Epistle:  Sara Scribner read the Epistle.  If was approved with an addition of gratitude 
to Patrice and her three grandsons -- Luke, Justin and Jason, for their culinary ministry 
deliciously prepared and safely served. 

Friends asked that we compose a minute of appreciation to Wichita Friends School.  
LaVonna will write this and send it to the Head of School.   

Greetings to Friends not able to be present:  LaVonna asked Friends to bring forth 
names of Friends we are missing as we gather:  Angela Brown, Angela & Dean Young, Stan 
and Eloise Brown, Lynn Zeleski, Selma Messner, Linda Mallonee with a note of our feeling of 
grief and loss for Don, Gail & John Fletcher, Laura Dungan, Mitch Stutzman (who is on 
family leave with his new baby!), Jean Eden and Lorene Ludy, Loring Henderson, Shane 
Rush.  
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LaVonna announced that knowing the location for our 2022 gathering is forthcoming. 
 

GPYM 2021 – 18 – Closing Minute  

Why are we so afraid? 
Fear stops us from doing what Love requires. – Colin  
Let us not get stuck in the chaos of this transitional season.  Let us not be derailed by the 
unsettled moments that WILL cease and move down the track – 
Encouraging each other in gifts … bravely try a little something new … or perhaps a BIG 
something. 
Help us GOD, to step out of the boat. Nudge us independently and corporately.  We so 
appreciate your kindness and care for us. 
Let us be people of God who fully love into the present moment … the NOW … which will 
help affect our future moments. 
All laud and honor and glory to you our God, lover and caregiver. 
Let us join together and be the peop0le who offer our praise together. 
Respectfully submitted, 
LaVonna Loesch, Presiding Clerk 
 

Continuing Committee Minutes 2021 

GPYM - Continuing Committee - 1/8/2021 
Members present via zoom: LaVonna Loesch, Sue Wine, Connie Adams, Dorlan 

Bales, Sara Scribner, Paul & Cheryl Mallonee, David Ozaki, Steve McConnell, David Nagle, 
Angela Brown. 

LaVonna Loesch shared a worship prompt regarding epiphany before we settled into a 
period of waiting worship. 
 2020 yearly meeting minute book -- What do we need to document this year? It will 
probably be basically the same, just not as big since we had no business sessions. State of 
Society reports, committee reports, and summary of Noah Merrill’s time with us will be 
included. For continuity, it should look basically the same as usual. Cheryl Mallonee will 
distribute the March 2020 CC minutes and Yearly Meeting minutes for approval. LaVonna 
will collect agency reports, Connie Adams has the financial reports and state of society 
reports. Sue Wine can help compile the information to send to the printer with Connie’s 
guidance.  LaVonna will compile a list of who participated in the zoom session with Noah.   
 Dorlan Bales reminded us of the handbook and how it’s time for it to be reviewed 
again and made more up to date. A group of three would probably do, to work on this project. 
Dorlan, Connie and Lynn Zeleski could possibly work on this. Need to refer to March’s 
minutes. 
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 Committees – Monthly meeting appointments need to be done. LaVonna will send out 
a reminder to the monthly meetings to get their committee representative appointments to 
start work right away. It may look different this year since it seems like a short year and a lot 
of remote meetings have been happening. Dorlan suggested that each committee meet via 
zoom prior to yearly meeting sessions to prepare. Some committees may not be comfortable 
doing business over zoom, but we need to figure out a way to get things done. 
 Ministry & Counsel – Sara shared that she is concerned about being supportive and 
providing care for the monthly meetings during the pandemic.  There was a request to be 
more intentional with worship during the yearly meeting sessions. 
 Nominating – Sue was representing Topeka on this committee, but she is no longer a 
member there, so she is feeling a bit awkward. There are no major changes to the 
appointments from last year and due to COVID-19, most appointments were suggested to be 
extended a year. It’s been sort of a lost year since no one has really served this past 
year.  The clerk positions, treasurer, etc. are what this committee needs to handle.  Sue will 
convene this committee with Lisa McConnell and Greg Newby. 
 Home Missions – Dorlan reported that their committee was able to meet. They shared 
joys and concerns of the monthly meetings, providing support for monthly meetings, via 
zoom or in person. They talked about communication amongst the meetings and how that 
could be done. Either virtual gatherings or a newsletter via mail, but didn’t want to make 
things very labor intensive. An idea to encourage meetings to use QuakerSpeak videos was 
suggested. Phone calls are also good and more personal than emails or texts. 
 Finance – Steve shared that there is not much to report. There haven’t been many 
transactions either in or out this past year.  They did not get an end of year fundraising letter 
out this past year. Connie asked about the budget for the remainder of 2020 and how to 
prepare for 2021. Should we continue on a month-to-month basis until the finance committee 
can have a substantive discussion to decide what amounts need to be?  It was approved to 
let Connie proceed in this manner. 
 Clerk Transition – Angela Brown & LaVonna will have a discussion themselves, then 
report back to the committee at a later time.  
Support for meetings in transitions – Hominy has Council House and Tahlequah under their 
care. There may be some shared ministry at Council House happening.  University Friends is 
in flux and change and has many decisions that need to be made. How does the continuing 
committee respond to these things and are there any other needs of any other monthly 
meetings?  Dorlan offered to reach out to Catherine Griffiths regarding University Friends to 
offer support. Sue asked if there could be a support presence during University Friends’ 
threshing sessions coming up this Sunday, January 10, 2021, at 1:00pm, as they discuss 
Friends University’s involvement with use of their building. Sara will see about joining via 
zoom and Dorlan in person to offer support from the yearly meeting. Sue will talk to 
Catherine to gauge if she feels that’s a good idea, then report back to LaVonna. Sue also 
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asked that we keep David McDonald and his family in our prayers as he is battling severe 
health issues and is in the ICU. 

We will meet again via zoom on January, 20, 2021 at 7:00pm.  LaVonna will send out 
the invitation and link. 
 
GPYM Continuing Committee – 1-20-21 

Planning Session 2021 GPYM Session 

Worship -- “Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”  I Cor. 15:58 

 

2021 Yearly Meeting Sessions 

Date & location June 3-5 maybe 6 
Speaker – Colin Saxton 
Theme for communications and promotions 
Online/Hybrid 
Committee meetings 
 

GPYM Continuing Committee – March 5, 2021 

Members present – LaVonna Loesch, Sue Wine, Connie Adams, Cheryl Mallonee, 
Paul Mallonee, David Nagle, Dorlan Bales, Sara Scribner. 
 We opened the meeting with worship and sharing scripture John 14:26 & 27 
The 2021 Yearly Meeting Sessions are set for June 3-5, 2021, at Wichita Friends School, a 
hybrid format with both in-person and on-line options.  We need to decide a theme and 
direction and when Colin Saxton will speak. Hybrid meetings are difficult because of sound 
and having good microphones and sound systems available. Distancing and masks will still 
be important rules to follow.  
 Options for virtual: Zoom or Facebook live? We need to make sure an adequate sound 
system is in place. 
 Connie expressed a request for focus on nurturance this year rather than doing 
business just for the sake of doing business. How do we find the balance to re-engage with 
each other and attend to the things that need attention? There is a lot of fatigue after the past 
year and how do we deal with that? 
 Committees should try to meet before yearly meeting sessions via zoom to get 
reacquainted and do an orientation of sorts.  We need to re-engage with committee work. 
Once all the committee appointments are received, LaVonna will send out the complete list 
to everyone. Are there any pressing matters that need to be dealt with immediately on the 
committee level?  Nominating probably has the most work that needs to be done, and could 
possibly happen virtually prior to sessions. Ministry & Counsel is for nurturing and what are 
priorities that need focus? 
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 Sara suggested that providing theme for Colin to focus on and then build from there. 
Would he be willing to spend some time with any teenagers that may be in attendance to talk 
about spiritual matters?  We need to make sure there is programming for all children and 
youth. 
 What theme would be helpful for us to hear about from Colin?  The phrase ‘the 
untroubled heart’ was brought up. How do we not fear and have an untroubled heart? We 
are tired and weary and downcast about this year we’ve been through. How do we realize 
peace in this world we are living in right now? How can we minister to one another? Can we 
accept our difficult reality and support one another? There is a Balm in Gilead was 
mentioned as a theme; the parable of Jesus with the disciples in the boat during the storm 
was suggested and how the disciples were calmed with their reliance on Jesus. Hearing 
God’s voice in the midst of the storm. Peace, untroubled hearts, fearlessness, a calm sacred 
space that Jesus provides were recurring themes.  Jesus has provided for us thus far and 
what can we do now with his support?  LaVonna will share our reflections with Colin and let 
him discern from that a theme for the sessions. 
 Colin will also be here as a representative of FUM and possibly he can also do a 
workshop. Everence will also be there and could do a workshop.  How often do we want to 
meet during sessions? There are times on Thursday evening, Friday morning, afternoon and 
evening, and Saturday morning & afternoon. Sara suggested that an emphasis on nurture be 
more of a focus on Saturday. We could possibly provide some time of nurture especially for 
University Friends at this time of change for them. We need to be done by 3:00 on Saturday 
as there is another group that needs to use Wichita Friends School later that day. Does the 
finance committee need to have a budget approved by the yearly meeting?  After discussion, 
it was determined that yes, it does require some discussion and approval of the yearly 
meeting. Friday evening, Saturday morning and Saturday early afternoon are times for Colin 
to speak. It was suggested that Colin spiritually guide us during the opening session on 
Thursday. 
 Meals & Lodging – there is no host meeting from Wichita, so we need to think about 
how meals can be handled.  Boxed meals were researched for last year and maybe we 
could re-visit that for this year. Is a hospitality committee of Wichita folks needed to look into 
the logistics of this? Patrice Stephenson’s name was mentioned, Sue Wine, Connie Adams, 
Dorlan Bales volunteered to work on this.  Sue asked if there were any kind of funds 
available to assist with lodging for people who are traveling. LaVonna suggested a method of 
‘paying as you are led’ as a way of collecting registrations.  Meal purchases would be a set 
amount, but any other amount given could cover speaker costs and potentially lodging for 
visitors. LaVonna would like us to think about this to discuss further at our next meeting. 
 Our next meeting will be April 16th, 7:00pm. 
LaVonna closed the meeting with prayer. 
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GPYM Continuing Committee Zoom Meeting – April 16, 2021 

LaVonna shared a worship prompt from Lamentations 3:21-24 for us to settle into our 
meeting. 
 Members present: LaVonna Loesch, Connie Adams, Sue Wine, David Ozaki., Cheryl 
Mallonee, Paul Mallonee, Sara Scribner, Steve McConnell, David Nagle and Dorlan Bales. 
 New Committee representatives for the upcoming sessions were discussed. Do any 
committees need to meet before the annual sessions?  Ministry &Counsel will plan on 
meeting once an agenda for the sessions is available, probably in early to mid-May.  Finance 
has not decided whether to meet yet prior to yearly meeting.  Sue thinks it would be good for 
nominating to meet ahead of time.   LaVonna would like an on-line option for committee 
meetings available during the sessions. If laptops are available, zoom meetings can be set 
up ahead of time once the schedule is set. 
 2021 YM sessions – Colin Saxton has his plane tickets purchased.  The theme this 
year will be:  Deep Water Faith – “The deep within God calls to the deep within us”– Rufus 
Jones.   
 Online/hybrid – Worship and keynote speakers may work better with Facebook live 
and business sessions could be done via Zoom. We want to be careful to choose technology 
that will not squelch the spirit of the group and occasion. Would pastoral care, possibly by 
Ministry & Counsel, be an option?  Captions or dialog on the bottom of the zoom screen may 
also be useful if we can get it to work properly. 
 Registration – Do we want to add a ‘pay as led’ option to the registration fees for those 
who are attending on-line?  Reduced fees for virtual attenders? David Nagle will investigate 
options for ‘pay as led’ that other yearly meetings may use, then email his findings to the rest 
of the committee.  The goal is to have the registration form on the Great Plains Yearly 
Meeting website by next Friday, April 23. 
 Meals- Patrice Stephenson is willing to do the food for in person attenders. Someone 
would need to serve plates rather than doing things buffet style. Patrice would probably 
prepare meals at Heartland and we could eat over there, inside and outside, so we can 
spread out. Individual snacks can be available at Wichita Friends School along with water, 
coffee.  Breakfast would probably not be provided as it has been in years past. 
 Workshops – FCNL can do a workshop either in person or via Zoom. LaVonna 
encouraged us to send her any ideas for workshops via email this week. Our time together is 
shortened so workshops won’t be the same as usual. Bible study small groups, Quakerspeak 
videos with discussion groups were suggested.  
Friends are missing having conversations and discussions with each other in person so less 
formal workshops may be better. 
 Youth & Children – Would University Friends have any resources available to help with 
children?  Would any of the recently graduated youth be willing to help?  LaVonna would like 
to have a point person to be in charge of handling this. Sue has good suggestions, would 
someone be willing to help her? Sue offered to check with Wes Miller who expressed interest 
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in helping last year. Jocelyn Mallonee will also be available to help with either age group as 
needed. 
 Our next meeting will be May 7, 6:30pm via Zoom. Items to discuss:  children/youth 
leadership, workshop & small group discussion options, schedule, technology resource 
people and a list of home hospitality availability (Connie, Sue and Dorlan are coordinating). 
 LaVonna closed our meeting with prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, Cheryl Mallonee, Recording Clerk 
 

GPYM 2021 – Called business meeting regarding logistics - 6/5/2021 

The clerk called a brief meeting to discuss logistics for next continuing committee meeting in 
the fall.  

• Dates – We will meet September 18, in person and virtual, at Heartland Friends Meeting. 

• Suggestions for speakers for the next yearly meeting session are needed and we need to 
decide by the fall meeting. 

• Location for next yearly meeting. Heartland is a possibility for social distancing, monthly 
meetings are encouraged to go back to their meetings about willingness to host further 
gatherings. 

 

Clerk’s Transition Minutes – LaVonna Loesch – 9-25-21 

I am confident that God has led us to this place and time. I’m aware there was 
discomfort with living in the tension that existed when we postponed approval of a 
Nominating Slate at our 2021 Yearly Meeting Sessions. My hope is that that this discomfort 
has been alleviated by the process of discernment that was set in motion this summer. I 
asked each monthly meeting to gather, pray, discern and offer approval or not for the 
Nominations work over August and September. This allowed each MM to settle into a deeper 
level of discernment over the future of GPYM leadership and now to us here today. Every 
monthly meeting took this admonition seriously and brought the nomination’s 
recommendations into their meetings for business for consideration and approval. We praise 
God that the Spirit has moved through us, and unity is known for this next step in leadership 
for Great Plains Yearly Meeting. 
 As I shared before, it has been a great joy for me to serve you all. These past 8 years 
as your presiding clerk, I’ve learned so much about God’s intent for community through love, 
patience, perseverance & planning. Believing we all have something important to bring to the 
banquet table, it has been a privilege to live life fully with you… seeing you bring your very 
best as you were created to do.  

I will continue to pray for you who bring love and light to the ministry of GPYM. I care 
deeply for the relationships that have blossomed during this time. I will be eternally grateful 
for the patience, care and support you’ve shown me as I fumbled, mumbled and learned to 
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fulfill this role of clerk. I have no doubt that you will continue to do so for Sara, Beth & Cheryl 
as the new Clerks’ table. Pray for them…often. Advocate for Clerking workshops and 
training. It really helps hone skills God has given that move us all forward as a yearly 
meeting. Blessings, Love & Light to you as I step into a new place among friends in Great 
Plains Yearly Meeting.  
God’s promise to us:  Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know 
it?  I will even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.  Isaiah 43:19 
 
Respectfully submitted, LaVonna Loesch, Presiding Clerk 
 

 

Appendices 

Statement of Inclusion 

 
From:  GPYM Ministry & Counsel 
To:  Great Plains Yearly Meeting, May 31, 2019 
Statement of Inclusion, approved 4:50 p.m., May 31, 2019 
 

We of Great Plains Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends recognize there 
is that of God in every person, and as people of faith and followers of Christ, we know that 
the tapestry of humanity is woven with the varied threads of God’s beloved people.1 Different 
and alike, we are all God’s creations. God calls us to love one another as God loves us.2 Our 
views are informed by scripture and our own experience of God’s gifts and grace. Thus, we 
affirm that people of any race, ethnicity, religious belief or nonbelief, nationality, socio-
economic status, gender identity, sexual orientation, marital status, mental or physical 
capacity are welcome in our midst and are invited to fully participate in the life of Great Plains 
Yearly Meeting. Our Quaker testimonies of equality, peace, and community inspire our goal 
to extend grace, inclusion, and love to all. 
 
1John 3:16-17 
2Mark 12:31; Matt. 5:43-47; John 15:12-14; 1 John 4:7-12; Gal. 3:28-29 & 5:5-6 

Epistle 

Great Plains Yearly Meeting of Friends 
Fifth Month, Fifth Day, 2021 
 
To All Friends Everywhere:  
 Great Plains Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends gathered for its 114th 
annual sessions June 3 – June 5, 2021 at Wichita Friends School in Wichita, Kansas.  After 
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a year of separation and virtual Zoom gatherings, we rejoiced in being together both in 
person and through Zoom.  We welcomed Friends and visitors from Kansas, Nebraska, 
Oklahoma, Texas, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Iowa, and Washington D.C.  We welcomed and 
rejoiced in the presence of a new-to-Friends member from Hominy Friends Meeting. 

In our Monthly Meeting sharing of State of Society reports we heard sad themes of 
apartness and not meeting together in person for worship for many months; of welcoming 
new members and attenders facilitated by virtual gathering for worship; and the blessing of 
virtual technology that allowed us to connect with new Friends and reconnect with distant 
Friends. We shared thankfulness that our traditions and worship patterns have continued in 
altered and creative ways. We are grateful to come together and hold all of our Meetings in 
the Light, especially those that are undergoing significant transitions.  
 Colin Saxton brought nurture to our spirits with a theme centered on “Deep Water 
Faith.”  Hebrews 6:19, “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure…” 
references the anchor, which was one of the earliest symbols in Christianity.  God’s 
presence can anchor us in hope, calmness, and steadfastness.  After this stormy year, Colin 
shared gospel stories of Jesus and deep waters.  In Mark 4:35-41 of Jesus’ presence with 
the disciples in the midst of a storm; in Matthew 14:22-33 of Jesus coming to the disciples 
over the deep waters; in Luke 5:1-11, of Simon sailing out to deep water at Jesus’ words, 
even though it made no sense to him – “Because you say so, I will.”   What does it mean to 
try to follow Christ out into the storm?  In the storm, do we find the power and capacity to be 
God’s presence? 
 Our annual Memorial Service for Friends who have gone before us in the past two 
years carried a sense of expanded loss for us this year.  The singing of Abide With Me and 
How Can I Keep From Singing felt especially tender so many months into an extensive 
world-wide time of shared grief. 
 With a band director in our midst, GPYM has enjoyed an annual Youth Ensemble 
tradition.  Bringing youth from Nebraska, Kansas and Oklahoma together for musical 
rehearsals and public presentation is both a fun and challenging time for our teens, and 
brings joy and vitality to the hearts of their elders. 
We are grateful to have been able to gather together with pandemic precautions.  Wichita 
Friends School graciously provided a COVID-safe space for our gathering.  Patrice 
Stephenson and grandsons provided culinary ministry of delightful and safely-served meals.  
With thanks, Friends included service projects in the school and on the grounds in their time 
together. 
 
With peace and joy,  
 
LaVonna Loesch, Presiding Clerk  
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State of Society Reports 

 
Central City Friends Meeting 
State of Society – June 2021 

 
Greetings from Central City Friends Meeting!  
 

It has certainly been an unusual year of living with a pandemic. We are anxious to be 
able to come together again in-person. We have not met in person since our last report 
because of the pandemic. We are feeling blessed that vaccines are available and the 
numbers of cases and deaths are headed in the right direction. We are looking forward to 
gather again perhaps this June or July.  
Though we haven’t met we have continued to be in touch through email, Facebook and 
phone calls.  

In December several Friends joined Lincoln Friends Meeting in a Zoom Christmas 
celebration. Even in the midst of a pandemic Central City Friends remained active in their 
communities, following appropriate protocols. Rich Maciejewski has worked with the Central 
Nebraska Peace Workers in monthly protests at the Grand Island Mall and in the Nebraska 
Legislature on human services issues. Lynn Zeleski has worked on fairer immigration 
policies and protections for meatpackers in Nebraska. She has also helped organize and 
distribute food boxes in Hastings. Attender Nate Shafer has been running the Laundry Love 
program with his local Presbyterian church in Hastings, providing money and soap for low-
income individuals to do their laundry. Nate has also been a contact for funding for 
continuing the food program. Lisa and Louisa McConnell attended a Black Lives Matter rally 
in Lincoln last summer. Steve and Lisa McConnell remained active in environmental 
stewardship through their local Presbyterian church and in support of other environmental 
organizations.  

We are grateful that Lynn and Sam Zeleski survived two bouts of COVID -19. They 
continue to recover. We are also joyful that Lynn is celebrating her four-year anniversary 
post cancer. 
 We look forward to resuming our earlier activities including monthly worship services, a 
Nebraska Friends Gathering, and getting back together at Yearly Meeting!  
 

2021 Council House Friends 
State of Society Report 

 

Greetings from all of us at Council House Friends near Turkey Ford, Oklahoma. 
As we all know the Covid-19 Pandemic caused a lot of obstacles to overcome last 

year, Council House being in a rural area and since most of the attending members are 
elderly, we decided early in the pandemic to stop holding services until we were sure it was 
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safe for everyone. Several members came down with covid-19, two required hospitalization, 
but all have since made a full recovery. Members stayed in contact with each other by phone 
and by text messages throughout the time we were not holding services. 
 As stated in the Hominy Friends report Hominy has graciously come to the aid of 
Council House and has stepped in to help us out until we can again stand alone as a full 
meeting. David Nagle from Hominy continues to do repairs around the grounds, and has got 
the parsonage looking good once again. We were unable to have Quivering Arrow Camp last 
summer due to the pandemic and it has just again been cancelled this year. 
 Our attendance is still low but we have not lost hope on having more attendees as we 
go through this year.  
 On behalf of Council House Preparative Meeting, Shane Rush 

 
Heartland Friends Meeting 

State of Society Fifth Month, 2021 
What is the ground and foundation of the gathered meeting? In the last analysis, it is,  

I am convinced, the Real Presence of God. Thomas R. Kelly, 1940 
 

The year 2020 brought opportunities to expand our experience of the “gathered 
meeting” as we journeyed with and walked through the global pandemic. It would be easy to 
focus on the challenges that COVID-19 wrought. It would also be easy to gloss over the 
struggles and only share the positives. Focusing on one would only provide a partial view of 
our spiritual condition at Heartland Friends Meeting.  
 The year started much like any other year with an approved budget, people willing to 
serve on committees and take on leadership roles and responsibilities. Then Covid arrived, 
then it became serious, and was shortly followed by numerous weeks in lockdown. During 
the lockdown some of us continued to worship each Sunday at 11:00 am in our individual 
homes. At the close of meeting, we would text one another with a love heart, praying hands 
or a smiling emoji. It was heartwarming and definitely brought a piece of joy for those 
participating.  
 When the restrictions started to lessen, we began what we called “a scattered 
gathered meeting for worship” inviting people to worship anywhere in our building or on our 
grounds. Some of us worshipped inside. Others worshipped outside most of the year 
appreciating the sights and sounds of God's creation while tuning out the highway noise. A 
few did a combination of inside and outside worshipping. At the rise of meeting, we would 
often share time together visiting outside. The beauty was how our small diverse community 
embraced an expanded vision of the “gathered meeting”, supporting people to come and 
worship wherever they felt most comfortable, even when it meant some were staying home.  
 In the fall we reconciled ourselves that Candlelight service on Christmas Eve probably 
wasn't going to happen. We have a tradition of gathering in early December to decorate the 
meetinghouse and share a simple meal. It is a fun evening with members, family and friends 
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helping each other decorate. Then on Christmas Eve our building is aglow with candles 
everywhere and we worship together. A special time that we weren't ready to completely 
give up even during a pandemic.  
 A new plan was hatched and with the help of several we gathered for Christmas Eve. 
The Ternes' family provided leadership for the evening. Building and Grounds Committee 
decorated the back balcony with lights, greenery, and a wreath. With straw bales, patio 
heaters and scattered luminaries, twenty-six of us joined together to silently worship, hear 
the Christmas story and sing a couple of Christmas hymns together. A few stayed in their 
cars for a 'drive-in' experience. It was joyful. It was a simple event that demonstrated our 
hope and our faithfulness in the midst of challenge and isolation. Some have expressed a 
desire to do it again in the future.  
 Trying to hold onto a sense of community during a pandemic has not been easy. We 
have not had education hour, meeting for healing, or Wednesday evening worship in over a 
year. The loss of those opportunities to share our lives, our thoughts, and simply be together 
is acutely felt. However, during this very difficult year we are grateful that our meetinghouse 
and outdoor meditation circle provided Wichita Friends School children with large, peaceful 
places for their weekly worship and outdoor learning. Another positive was seeing our 
grounds used during the week by friends and neighbors walking and playing in a safe space 
during our spring 2020 lock-down. Now that most of us are fully vaccinated, we are hopeful 
that numerous Heartland activities will be returning later this year and we will again be united 
with everyone connected with Heartland.  
 Even during this time of increased isolation, we have enjoyed a few first-time visitors 
and we have welcomed two new adult members to Heartland. We have also had the joy that 
comes with welcoming a new associate member. A new baby is life-giving.  
 As a meeting we have retained our commitment to be faithful and continue to conduct 
our business affairs and community care, although our processes have been temporarily 
altered. When needed, leadership has been present. Activities have been reduced, yet new 
discoveries and a deepening of the Spirit continues.  
Reading Psalm 46:10 'Be still, and know that I am God', we are reminded to rest in God, and 
know that we are not in charge.  

On behalf of Heartland Friends Meeting, Angela Young, presiding clerk  
 

Hominy Monthly Meeting 
State of Society Report 2021 

 

Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be afraid, for I am your God. I will strengthen you; I will 
surely help you; I will uphold you with My right hand of righteousness.  So do not fear, for I 
am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. Isaiah 41:10 
 



24 

 

This year has been one of contrasts. Due to the pandemic, we have at times felt 
isolated and cut off. At other times we have been blessed with a sense of community and 
connections, especially to those at some distance from us. Like the rest of the world, we 
have faced the hardship and tragedy of the pandemic. Many prayers have gone up for those 
who survived and for those we lost. We give thanks to the Lord that we are able to physically 
gather again in group settings.  
 Our GPYM Clerk successfully applied to FWCC for a grant on our behalf. This enabled 
us to purchase a cellular modem/wifi router. The balance of the grant is paying the monthly 
data fee. We are grateful to now have internet access at the Meetinghouse. It has helped us 
continue to stream meetings for worship via Facebook Live. This helps us maintain 
connection with non-resident members and has led others to come worship with us.  
 After we resumed worshiping together in the Meetinghouse, we did not feel it 
appropriate to encourage people to attend. As a result, our numbers have been small for the 
most part. This has limited our impact on the local community as well as our income. 
However, as some options diminished, others have emerged.  
 After years of working to produce a new edition of our cookbook, we were finally able 
to have it printed last fall. The printing costs were covered by donations and a pre-order from 
the Osage Nation Cultural Department, so that 100% of every donation for a cookbook is 
available to help meet our needs.  
A large order of 500 cookbooks provided sufficient funds to enable us to replace one of our 
HVAC systems at the Meetinghouse. Our contractor made us an offer to replace both 
systems that we could not turn down. A successful fundraising effort enabled us to raise the 
additional $3,500 we needed to complete the project. It was wonderful to hear from so many 
Friends near and far. We felt lifted up and supported and give thanks to God for bringing this 
all about.  

We have been blessed to receive a new member who has strengthened our meeting 
in many delightful ways.  
 As the school year began, we held a special worship program for the children, 
teachers, and adult students to let them know the meeting supports them and wishes them 
the best in the coming school year.  
 Christmas was a lot different for us. We decided against holding our annual Christmas 
Eve celebration in which members and visitors normally gather in the worship room for a 
Christmas play put on by the children followed by singing carols in the fellowship hall while 
waiting on Santa Claus. Instead, the children were recorded taking turns reading the 
Christmas story. This was then shared over our Facebook page Christmas Eve. We still put 
up a Christmas tree, sacked candy and fruit, and received gifts. Members took the treat 
sacks and distributed them to the families who usually attend our events in person. Food and 
toy donations were also presented to the Hominy Ministerial Alliance for their food baskets.  
 We decided to go ahead with our annual Wild Onion Dinner fundraiser in Third Month, 
as a take-out only event. We had made some improvements to the kitchen which were 
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helpful. The food was excellent, but it was a challenge as customers kept coming faster than 
we could keep up. For those of us working and for those who patronized our event, it was a 
joyous celebration of hope and new beginnings. It was good to see faces we had not seen 
for many months as it turned out to be our largest dinner in many years. We were delighted 
that Sue Wine of University Friends made the trip from Wichita to be with us.  
 The week prior to Easter local churches take turns hosting what has come to be called 
“Lenten Luncheons” sponsored by the Hominy Ministerial Alliance to which Carole Revard 
serves as our representative. Usually, food is served by the host church followed by a time of 
worship. This year there was no food, but we took our turn during the lunch hour Tuesday. 
David Nagle shared a devotional message, prayers, and led the singing of two hymns.  
 Though we were a small group with few kids Easter Sunday, we enjoyed an Easter 
Egg hunt and a fellowship feast. As each family brings two dozen eggs to hide, the kid’s 
baskets were overflowing by the time the hunt ended. Each child also received prizes for 
their participation.  
 The weather cooperated and we celebrated Mothers’ Day with our annual cookout. 
Years ago, we would go to the City Lake, but in recent years have found it more convenient 
to eat in our fellowship hall. During worship each female was presented with a rose.  
 5/22 we held a workday ostensibly for the parsonage, but which also included the 
Meetinghouse. Karen Takemoto of Fayetteville Friends arrived and was a great 
encouragement. While we made some progress, the fellowship was equally important. Good 
fellowship continued the next day as following worship we held a surprise reception to 
recognize our minister’s retirement from teaching. David hopes to now be able to spend 
more time in Hominy. Many tasks remain and we welcome assistance from other Friends.  
We continue to feel a burden for Ramona Friends. Recent phone contact revealed that Jim 
Perkins had visited them the previous First-day. This also led Karen Tucker, a key member 
there, to contact Green Country Friends. Ramona Friends have found someone to lead their 
worship each Sunday and are feeling optimistic.  
 Tahlequah Friends Fellowship continues to meet each Fifth-day evening and this 
spring we moved up our meeting time to 7:00. In Third Month only Nagle family members 
were present and then others began to participate via Zoom. As conditions have allowed us 
to resume gathering in person, we have found it simpler to discontinue using Zoom, but are 
open to providing this option when there is a specific request. The pandemic and family 
travel have resulted in a few cancelations. After several minutes of sharing prayer requests 
and what is new in our lives, we read aloud an Advice from the Ohio Yearly Meeting Book of 
Discipline before settling into worship. Recently two regular attenders expressed how they 
value the sense of refreshment as they find their spirits lifted up by attending our quiet 
worship. We look forward to resuming efforts to invite others to worship with us and reaching 
out to the community to make our presence known.  
 Our minister has made numerous trips to Council House this past year. Much work 
was done on the kitchen and bathroom, and the hot water heater and plumbing have been 
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replaced, all with help from Stan and Will Johnson. The Johnson family also painted several 
of the downstairs rooms and finished replacing the old downstairs windows with energy-
efficient vinyl units. Will has paid rent for the coming year and his belongings now grace the 
home. David replaced the damaged door to the Wallace Memorial Building and the toilet in 
the men’s room has been re-secured. He has overseen the transfer of responsibility for the 
cemetery to a new manager, Casey Leading Fox. Recent broader involvements by 
community residents demonstrate the potential for new life at Council House. They continue 
to meet for worship most Sundays at 10:30 a.m. with Shane Rush presiding. A brief report 
from Council House is appended to this report.  
 Quivering Arrow Camp was not held last summer nor will it be held this summer. Using 
camp funds, Brad Wood and David Nagle purchased a commercial stove (and other 
equipment) last fall from a restaurant in Muskogee that appeared to be in good shape. Upon 
cleaning it up, it was discovered that the oven top was rusted out. Brad intends to purchase a 
brand-new stove for the Council House Meetinghouse kitchen using GPYM camp donations 
toward that end. We are all hopeful that Quivering Arrow Camp can resume in 2022.  
 Several of us plan to travel to Wichita for our 2021 Yearly Meeting. We look forward to 
the fellowship and spiritual nourishment of our first time of coming together in person since 
the pandemic began. We pray all who participate, whether in person or via Zoom, will feel 
blessed and encouraged. May God’s Love cover us all.  
 

Lubbock Friends of Christ Quaker Meeting 
Fifth Month, 2021, State of Society Report 

 
My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any kind, consider it nothing but joy, 
because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance; and let endurance have 
its full effect, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking in nothing. (James 1:2-4, NRSV) 
 

The past year has been a time of testing and endurance for Lubbock Friends of 

Christ. For most of the year, our meeting was on hiatus because of the Covid-19 

pandemic. The lack of regular contact with our primary spiritual community was 

especially felt as individual Friends experienced disrupted routines, isolation, 

family struggles, and the loss of loved ones.  

 We are grateful to God for sustaining us through the hardships. We are 

grateful for the opportunity to gather in person again, as we began to do in late 

April. With Divine assistance, we continue to move forward in faith.  
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Topeka Friends Meeting 
State of the Society, 2020-2021 

 

In Richard Eastman’s Reflection, “Being Still,” he describes how his grandson’s pet black 
rabbit could never be caught if it was chased. Only by being still would it come and lick his 
ankles and be willing to be picked up. As I have experience it, and as Richard describes in 
clear and quiet words, the Spirit too cannot be captured but loves to come to us when we are 
waiting and still.   Sally Campbell, Friends Journal, January 2010  
 

The Topeka Friends Meeting last met in-person on March 15, 2020. We resumed 
meeting in-person on May 2, 2021. We rejoice in being able to meet face-to-face again. We 
are grateful to Liz for making it possible for us to meet virtually and that the virtual meetings 
allowed several people outside the meeting to join us. The virtual meetings also allowed our 
recording clerk to record the minutes for the business meeting while sojourning in Arizona. 
We had good attendance while meeting virtually, but had only a couple of discussions during 
that time, but we felt that the individual sharing following worship was rich.  
 Lori continues to participate in the FCNL advocacy team that works out of Oread 
Friends Meeting, in Lawrence. Their in-person work has been hindered by the pandemic but 
they continue to plan for the time when they will no longer be restrained.  
James continues his struggles against the bureaucracy of the state’s prison system. He had 
another parole hearing on May 3, 2021. The meeting continues to support him in his efforts 
to regain his freedom with a possible release in June 2021.  
 Nancy Sargent died on October 17, 2020. Nancy moved to Georgia several years ago 
to be closer to her family but we miss her gentle and thoughtful spirit.  
We continue to hold each other in the light.  
 On behalf of Topeka Friends Meeting, David Ozaki, Presiding Clerk  
 

University Friends Meeting 
State of Society 

 
University Meeting has continued the path of transition since our last report.  Focuses 

in that time have been the restructuring of committees to better reflect our current 
membership and needs.  This restructuring resulted in reducing the number of committees 
from 18 to 3.  We plan to use working groups for specific projects and initiatives. The working 
group model has been successful in providing leadership to our primary age Sunday School 
and nursery care.  We still need to find ways to meet the needs of older students.  We have 
also been working on ideas to reduce the cost of owning our building which led to 
conversations with Friends University about the possibility of partnering with them in some 
way to share the building.  This has taken us into many projections about what it might be 
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like to work together.  At this time, we are waiting for the Friends University Board to provide 
us with a proposal for our consideration. 

We have completed an information notice that we are seeking a permanent  pastor 
and circulated it to FUM yearly meetings Earlham School of Religion and a few individuals 
who we feel could help us in finding qualified leadership. As of this writing we have had no 
applicants. 

We have resumed Meeting for Worship in person and continue our Facebook live 
streaming of the service. 

The path forward for University Friends is not truly clear but we know that God has a 
space and ministry for this body and we still look forward with anticipation to the journey. 
Doug Chambers, Clerk 

 

Reports: Quaker Agencies, Entities and FUM 

American Friends Service Committee, April, 2021  

 
“My conviction led me to adhere to the sufficiency of the light within us, resting on 
truth for authority, not on authority for truth.” – Lucretia Mott  
 

Greetings! We at AFSC hope this report finds you well and lending your hands to the 
huge transformations emerging in our midst! At this critical juncture, when there is so much 
pain in the world, we continue to believe, as Mariame Kaba so eloquently says, “that hope is 
a discipline and… we have to practice it every single day.” At AFSC in the communities in 
which we work we practice hope as a discipline walking alongside folks facing injustice and 
creating with them small pockets of sanctuary, peace, love, and justice right where they are.  

In the past year, we have pivoted to address core needs arising from the pandemic. 
We are working in communities to help them address immediate problems as we work with 
them to shift the systems of power (corporate power, international institutions, movements, 
and government policies at many levels) to move from injustice to systems that promote 
justice and peace. Amidst COVID-19, the dangers of incarceration continue to multiply 
exponentially, making every cell and cage a potential death chamber, so in response we 
launched our #FreeThemAll campaign working for the immediate release of people from 
behind bars as we continue to work for a future without incarceration. In January AFSC 
launched an initiative called “Under the Mask,” an effort that documents ways that 
governments around the world are using the COVID crisis to restrict civil liberties.  

AFSC just completed a new 10-year strategic plan that challenges us to take bold 
action. You can read the plan in its entirety here. In that plan we articulate a global vision of 
work on the intertwining issues of economic justice, just responses to migration and 
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displacement, and just and sustainable peace. These have long been AFSC and Friends’ 
concerns and we are poised to do so much together over the next decade. This plan was 
informed by deep listening – to Friends, to partners, and especially to the affected 
communities in which we work. The strategic plan deeply reflects the Quaker testimonies 
which serves as the foundation for the organization and arises from the belief in that of God 
in everyone, that communities can lead their quest for liberation, and that spiritual and 
directional insights can come from many sources. We will be sharing the Strategic Plan with 
Friends and Quaker meetings/churches in the coming months so see how Friends can best 
engage with us in the coming years. We want to continue to deepen our roots with Friends 
so we can help renew the world we live in and together shift systems of power to bend 
toward justice. 

We are excited in the next ten years to build on recent work to invigorate our ties to 
Quaker meetings and churches, other Quaker organizations including FCNL, and Quakers 
and Quaker organizations around the world. Over recent years we have built and supported 
the Quaker Palestine Israel Network, developed and distributed the Quaker social change 
ministry model of relational organizing, offered myriad e-courses and in person opportunities 
for Friends and AFSC to work together including at the FGC Gathering, yearly meetings, and 
via the popular Changing Systems, Changing Ourselves e-course. We plan to deepen our 
engagement with Friends in the next ten years by creating a stronger web of AFSC 
meeting/church liaisons, creating pathways for Friends to more deeply participate in our 
campaign and program work, and developing a pilot for a new Quaker youth initiative in 
2022. We also invite Friends to sign on to the joint Quaker statement on migrant justice and 
to work with us on extending migrant rights worldwide.  

There are many ways to engage and we hope you will take a look at our Friends 
Engage web section for opportunities including a self-study version of the breakthrough 
Radical Acting in Faith for White People e-course, a page of AFSC workshops that your 
meeting/church can invite AFSC staff or volunteers to present (via zoom during the 
pandemic), and a webinar series on building community safety beyond policing. To stay 
informed please sign up for our Weekend Reading email which compiles news and 
resources most current to world events and our most recent work and please extend an 
invitation to all Quaker meetings and churches to appoint a meeting/church liaison to receive 
messages and opportunities for Quakers and to stay involved in myriad ways.  

If you have questions, concerns, ideas, or want to offer a shout out, please reach out 
to Lucy Duncan, Director of Friends Relations at lduncan@afsc.org. She is happy to be a 
resource, to hear about your work for social change, and to connect with you.  

Now, more than ever, our spiritual insights and work for social transformation are 
deeply needed in this hurting world. We look forward to working with you in the coming years 
and seeing what emerges from our shared light and labors. 
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American Friends Service Committee GPYM Report April 16-17, 2021  

For the second consecutive year the annual corporation gathering was digital and 
conducted its meetings via Business Skype. The covid pandemic has forced us into new 
ways of continuing our stewardship of governance. I am happy to report that change has 
taught us to be creative and more inviting with digital opportunities at hand.  

All the reports and background materials arrived via the internet, beginning weeks 
before the event and continuing up to and during the corporation meeting. (A lot of paper 
was saved.) It was reported that the AFSC Board of Directors in October of 2020 finally was 
able to unite in choosing a new presiding clerk. Nikki Vangsnes, the former assistant clerk of 
the Board, who also served as interim presiding clerk agreed to serve. She is a member 
North Carolina Yearly Meeting (Conservative) and seems well suited for the task.  
 Through the work of AFSC’s Friends Relations Committee, for the first time, the 
plenary session and all five workshops, and a panel presentation were open and available to 
all interested Friends via Skype. It was an exciting development to communicate and 
educate. Titles included “Quakers, AFSC and Abolition: Then and Now,” “Free Them All,” 
“Pursing freedom for Palestine”, “Global migrant justice”, “Restorative Justice”, Making new 
worlds” which gives a flavor of the educational engagement and analysis that AFSC offers. 
The weeklong events were promoted through social media and monthly meeting and yearly 
meeting contacts.  
 Our virtual meeting at times had over seventy attenders. I was pleased by the 
engagement and overall smoothness of our meetings, including the small breakout groups 
where we could dive deeper into our discussions. I remembered that this annual gathering 
did not include airports, train stations, or Ubers. I was thankful even as I missed the hugs 
and handshakes.  
 A dynamic ten-year strategic plan was approved by the Board in June 2020 and was 
prominent on our agenda. At least three years of input, thrashing, and seasoning have gone 
into the process. The plan dramatically condenses and focuses the work of AFSC. It 
positions the service committee to lead in three programmatic areas; Just Peace, Just 
Economies, and Just Migration. The plan presents the Service Committee as a truly global 
organization. It re-commits us to confront anti-racism/anti-oppression, embrace gender 
justice and feminism principles, engage young people in the work and life of the AFSC at all 
levels, and use a climate justice lens in how we analyze and approach peace and justice 
work. It reaffirms our Quaker values. It calls us to do more and better in engaging with 
Friends.  
 The AFSC has connected with global sister Quaker organizations this past year to find 
opportunities for partnership and collaboration. A result of this was the Global Quaker 
Statement on Migration by the AFSC, British Yearly Meeting, Quaker Peace and Social 
Witness, Quaker Council for European Affairs, Friends World Committee for Consultation, 
Friends Committee on National Legislation, Quaker United Nations Offices-Geneva and New 
York.  
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 There has been new leadership and energy in AFSC the past few years and the 
organization’s finances have stabilized and are improving and it was a positive year for 
AFSC fundraising. The organization is launching our Moment of Truth capital campaign. We 
know that social change is never easy or cheap.  
 One revealing remark for me was from Dr. Esther Mombo, a Kenyan Friend that led us 
in a programmed worship session. “When you give bread to a hungry person you are called 
an angel, when you ask why they are hungry you are called a rebel.” We learned that of all 
the proposals and studies to explain and solve Africa’s struggles only 2% of the cited 
research is by Africans. Why is that? Does it matter? Our program staff stand with those in 
trouble, in need, and in harm’s way across America, at our border, and the around the world. 
We have domestic program offices in twenty-four US cities. Globally there are currently eight 
program offices in Africa, four in Asia (including North Korea), three in Latin America, and 
Middle East offices in Jerusalem, Gaza, and Jordan.  
 In my opinion the AFSC is the best expression of Quaker values and best example of 
Friends practices I know, even with its shortcomings. It engages people in need with 
methods, tools, and information to empower and uplift without the need for praise or credit. It 
is impossible for this report to explain or even justly summarize the totality of AFSC’s scope 
of work. So go to the web site AFSC.org, sign up for news, action alerts, upcoming 
workshops for individuals and monthly meetings. Ask for a visit from a staff person. Read 
and study the ten-year strategic plan. Be amazed at what Quakers do, and how you are a 
part of it.  
 Use your phone now to go the internet website, AFSC.org, then finish reading this 
written report.  
 (Now that you are back, it was crazy good how much is being done, and how you can 
be involved.)  
 It has been a privilege to serve as your yearly meeting representative to the AFSC 
corporation. Thank you. I have stayed a year longer than I expected, but it has been an 
unexpected year for the whole world. Great Plains Yearly Meeting can appoint up to two 
representatives to serve on the AFSC corporation at this time. It is an opportunity to be 
valued. I hope a young Friend would consider serving.  
 Peace, Love, Dean Young 
 
 
 

FWCC Section of the Americas Annual Meeting 

The 2021 Section Meeting Themes:  
Here … for just such a time as this. [Esther 4:14] 
To deliver pastoral care to one another [1 Thess. 5:11] 
To make new wineskins for new wine [Matt. 9:17] 
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To offer to the world that which we have [Acts 3:6] 
 The entire 2021 Section Meeting was held remotely via Zoom and was spread out over 
10 days. There were more than 300 participants. This was made possible by a great deal of 
forethought by the Section office and a dedicated team of technology assistants. The 
technology allowed a greater participation from Latin American Friends. There were even 
individual Friends from Colombia and Venezuela.  
 Throughout the Section meeting, the leadership and talent by Latin American Young 
Adult Friends shone brightly. The Traveling Ministry Corps has helped Latin American 
Friends cross Yearly Meeting and regional boundaries, strengthening their fellowship and 
witness. 
 The Traveling Ministry Corp Program Group anticipates changes to its format and is 
not accepting new candidates.  
 Spanish and English were well integrated in all the business and other sessions 
through the production of all documents in both languages and interpretation, both 
consecutive and simultaneous. I serve as a member of the Bilingual Resources Group. 
 In the regional meeting of the Southern and Northern High Plains which included 
representatives from central Canada to Texas, there were more representatives present than 
normal. We discussed possible topics for a regional activity. The topic of Quaker boarding 
schools and their impact on Native Americans was suggested. I was asked whether Hominy 
Friends Meeting was connected to a boarding school for native children. While there was a 
day school for a short time, I am not aware of such a connection. I feel strongly that the tribal 
citizens affiliated with GPYM would need to be involved in further exploration of this topic. 
 In 2020 I completed the translation of the revised Clerks Handbook into Spanish 
helping to provide linguistic equity within the Section and greater possibilities for leadership. 
 
Submitted respectfully, Beth Green-Nagle 

Quaker Earthcare Witness Report 

 Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW) remained very active during the pandemic. In fact, it 
greatly enhanced its networking services to Quakers interested in spirit-led action addressing 
ecological issues. They have become adept at utilizing virtual meeting technology to 
increase communications and the sharing of helpful information. They have also been 
conducting monthly online worship sharing groups using Zoom. 
 The pandemic also brought increased attention to the fact that the acceleration of 
global warming has its first and worst impact on the poor and on people of color. QEW also 
actively explored indigenous-led perspectives and institutional racism. 
 Carol Barta, member of the meeting in Manhattan, Kansas, has been teaching about 
regenerative agriculture and is very active in the daily QEW email discussions.  
 For those of you physically present at yearly meeting I have printed one copy of the 
most recent issue of “Befriending Creation” (January-March 2021, Vol. 34 #01) but everyone 
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who is interested should explore the many offerings found at 
https://www.quakerearthcare.org. 
John Wine, Wichita 
 

Wichita Friends School 

June 2021  
Dear Great Plains Yearly Meeting Friends,  

What a joy to be writing you this annual letter. I have fond memories of hearing these 
minutes over my many years at GPYM. Today it is my turn to add my voice to those who 
have gone before me.  

The 2020-21 school year has been anything but “normal.” I joined the WFS staff in 
September of 2020 when one of the WFS founders and then Head of School, Pam 
Chambers, took the COO position at Kansas Heart Hospital. I know it was a very difficult 
decision for Pam as her heart and passion were with the school and the students she served 
every day. We miss Pam’s leadership and know her gifts are being used to further God’s 
work in the world.  

My work life as a Teaching Artist was put on hold in March of 2020 when the 
Pandemic began. Having served on the WFS board for more than 15 years and knowing a 
bit about the school and its mission, I was asked to fill the HOS position this past year. It has 
been a great year to use my gifts with the students, families, staff, and volunteers at Wichita 
Friends School.  

We began our fall with 40 students from Preschool through 4th grade. We finished the 
year with 34 students. A variety of situations resulted in the decline of students, including 
COVID.  

Pam put in place some very important COVID guidelines that helped keep us safe this 
year. My role was to help keep everybody on the same “COVID preventive page” and be the 
“grumpy Principal” who reminded folks daily to wear masks, socially distance and wash your 
hands 57 times a day! Because of our great students and staff, we were able to have in-
person classes all year, with the exception of 1 ½ weeks before Christmas when one of our 
Pre-K para’s tested positive and we had to have ZOOM school for that class. A highlight was 
having an in-person graduation for these 16 pre-kindergarten students. Much JOY was 
expressed during this celebration.  

One tragic loss this year was the death of one of our staff members. Kaylah Blackmon 
was a young paraprofessional in our Prekindergarten class. Kaylah joined us in November 
when we made a shift in our teaching staff. Kaylah was a bit unique as she came to us with 
bright red hair (dyed) and tattoo up and down her arms, but Kayla quickly became a great big 
part of our school. She came in not really knowing what she wanted to do but quickly learned 
she had a gift and a love for children. Her warm smile and easy-going nature were just what 
our students needed. She taught each of us so much. She is greatly missed.  

https://www.quakerearthcare.org/
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One very exciting development this year was the beginning of a new Endowment fund 
to expand the diversity at the school. The endowment has been seeded with a $1,000,000 
gift that will be paid out over the next 10 years. The board is committed to increasing this 
fund so more BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, People of Color) and low-income students will be 
able to experience the value of a Quaker school. You will be hearing more about the 
opportunity to contribute to this fund during the next year. We hope you will consider making 
Wichita Friends School part of your planned giving to help increase the diversity of our 
school.  

I would like to publicly thank friends of GPYM who have volunteered and or donated to 
the school. Special thanks to Connie Adams, Sue Wine, John Wine, Jim Perkins, and Patty 
Savely who serve on our board. A big thank you to those who give financially to support the 
school. Throughout the year funds come from the yearly meeting and from individuals in 
GPYM to support annual needs. Tuition covers half the cost of education so we must raise 
50% of our budget each year ($150,000). You have helped us touch student’s lives in a way 
that is unforgettable. Your gifts have been priceless and so very much appreciated.  

Thank you for your love and care of the school.  
Warmly, Mr. Aaron (Aaron Fowler), Head of School 
 

Great Plains Yearly Meeting of Friends, Finance Report, June 2021 

Operating Account summary:  During this pandemic year, GPYM has seen reduction in 
both income and expenses.  During the stay-at-home time when churches and meetings 
were not gathering, contributions were reduced and that has affected our GPYM income 
along with many other church associations.  Our primary source of operating income is 
contributions from monthly meetings.  A secondary source is gifts from individuals, given 
primarily at our yearly meeting gathering.  Our operating account has remained funded with 
enough in the bank to add an annual Zoom subscription ($161) to our expense lines and to 
send our anticipated level of gifts ($1,400 total) to FUM and Quaker Agencies (FCNL, AFSC, 
QEW, and RSWR.)  Presently, in our operating account we have a total of $38,600.  $24,000 
of that is restricted to specific purposes like the Student Loan Fund, the Webb Fund and 
travel assistance for world FUM and FWCC gatherings.  The $14,600 balance is 
unrestricted. 
A New Venture into Deep Spirit:   For our annual yearly meeting gathering this year we 
have transitioned from having a set registration “fee” to a “pay as led” approach.  The 
intention is to have deeper personal connection between our finances and our spirits; and to 
free individuals to participate and support our annual gathering with an amount appropriate 
to individual circumstances.  As mentioned, gifts from individuals at our yearly meeting fill out 
our operating budget.  At this point in time, it looks like our charitable gifts from members 
attending yearly meeting is going to be equal or slightly more than in 2020.  So, "pay as led” 
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seems to work well for GPYM.  Your finance committee and presiding clerk are interested in 
knowing your thoughts about this. 
Invested Funds:  In June 2019, GPYM moved money from our Operating and Home 
Missions checking accounts to money market and managed funds with Everence.  Prior to 
this time, we had been carrying $50,000+ in our checking account, earning basically nothing.  
Since June 2019 earnings from our investments are: 
Operating money market:  $494 earned on an initial $26,000 investment 
Home Missions managed funds:  $4,446 earned on an initial $42,000 investment. 
We currently have total cash assets of $97,600:  $38,600 in Operating and $59,000 in Home 
Missions.   
Home Missions Income:  Our Home Missions account receives about $10,000 to $12,000 
per year in farm rental income.  (Our Nebraska farm property (a bequest) is valued at 
$207,000 on the property tax records.)  From our Home Missions account, we are spending 
about $7,000/year -- $3,000 for property taxes, $3,000 in support of Kickapoo Friends 
Quivering Arrow Camp and Wichita Friends School, and $500 to $1,000 for “Traveling in 
Ministry.”  Currently, our Home Missions funds are growing both in the checking account 
($16,400) and in our managed invested portfolio. 
Details:  This report presents a general summary of our finances with rounded and averaged 
figures.  The Finance and Home Missions committees have reviewed our detailed 
accounting spreadsheets drawn from QuickBooks.  Copies of our balance sheet and a multi-
year budget matrix with line-item detail are available (via paper copy or email) to all Friends 
who are interested.  
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Balance Sheet 
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2021 Budget Report and 2022 Budget Proposal 
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GPYM Statistics 
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Memorial Service, June 4, 2021 

 
Welcome & Introduction - Sara Scribner  
Hymn #168 “Abide with Me” (Henry Francis Lyte) and Centering Silence  
Reflections on the Pandemic Year - Sally Shelton  
Remembering those who have departed - June 2019 through June 2021, Cliff Loesch  
Open Worship  
Prayer for Healing - LaVonna Loesch, Dorlan Bales, and others  
 

Praying Together for Healing… 

Out of our love for Thee – we come to You.   
We come with full confidence in your Light and Love – having deeply known it through this 
season of loss. 
When we experienced the onslaught of dissention and despair, we turn to you… 
Lord, hear our prayer 
Fill the void of loss that deepens our sadness with your kindness… 
Lord, hear our prayer 
When we are isolated from those we depended upon, instill a hopeful calm… 
Lord, hear our prayer 
When we suffer the reality of violence in chaos, gently tend our woundedness… 
Lord, hear our prayer 
When we walked in confusion, revealing the order of our days as unfamiliar, align the 
minutes to restore our anxiety… 
Lord, hear our prayer 
When we carry the insecurity of health challenges, provide assurances… 
Lord, hear our prayer 
Our hearts are full as we stop and remember you are here with us, caring for the things we 
care about. We thank you for the provision of friends who encourage and exhort. We look for 
your way to face all things hard and difficult. For we remember we are not alone. The Living 
Christ is with us and in that presence, healing & comfort are known through divine Love.  
 Lord, hear our prayer…  
 
Hymn #245 “How Can I Keep from Singing?” (Robert Lowry)~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 
“In one sense we are always travelling, and travelling as if we did not know where we were 
going.  In another sense we have already arrived. We cannot arrive at the perfect possession 
of God in this life, and that is why we are travelling and in darkness. But we already possess 
Him by grace, and therefore in that sense we have arrived and are dwelling in the light. But 
oh! How far have I to go to find You in Whom I have already arrived!” 
 ~Thomas Merton 
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Central City: 
Raymond McConnell 04/02/2020  

Hominy: 
John Paul Wilson 04/17/2019 Joan Yvonne Wilson 04/17/2019  

Topeka: 
Nancy J. Sargent 10/17/2020  

University Friends Meeting: 
Roberta Gonzalez 06/17/2019  
Betty Bales 11/29/2019  
Viola Teubner 12/28/2019  
Scott Snyder 01/20/2020  
Valerie Guilliams 04/10/2020  
Clarence Walz 04/18/2020  
David Bengi 04/28/2020  
Pearl Cole 05/13/2020  
Gordon Smith 08/29/2020  
Steve Grether 12/06/2020  
David McDonald 01/10/2021  
Carol Kirkwood 03/29/2021  
Donald Mallonee 06/01/2021  

Extracts 2019 

 
1) In regards to the shuttle... "Just be nice, you don't have to tip them or anything, Just be 
nice" - LaVonna Loesch  
 
2) "I said that so well, that no one had any questions!" - Sue Wine, Nominating Comm.  
 

2021 Members/Appointments: Ministry & Counsel and Standing Committees 
Serving the Calendar Year March 2021 – January 2022 
 
Ministry & Counsel 
<Sara Scribner, LFCQM (2021-22) - sarabscribner@aol.com  
*Dorlan Bales, HFMM – dorlan@cox.net 
*Cliff Loesch, UFM – crloesch@sbcglobal.net  
<Cheryl Mallonee, UFM (2021-22) – cemallonee@gmail.com  
*David Nagle, HMM/TFF – davnagle@juno.com  
Rhonda Newby, UFM (2021-22) – rhondajeannewby@cox.net 
<Shane Rush, CHPM (2021-22) – mike_kerirush@yahoo.com  
<Sally Shelton LFCQM (2021-22) – sally@mneopaleo.net 
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<Marjorie Van Buren, TFMM (2021-22) - mjvanburen@cox.net 
Lynn Zeleski, CCMM (2021-22) – auntlynnz@gmail.com  

*Recorded Minister 
Finance Committee 
Steve McConnell, clerk, CCMM (2021-22) – veggieduderanch@yahoo.com  
Connie Adams, Treasurer (ex-officio), HFMM – connieadams1637@gmail.com 
<Joe Dawley, UFM (2021-22) – joed363@cox.net  
<Aaron Fowler, HFMM (2021-22) – aaron@aaronfowler.org  
Paul Mallonee, UFM (2021-22) – pizzaguy@sprintmail.com 
Carole Revard, HMM (2021-22) – carolerevard@aol.com  
<David Nagle, HMM/TFF (2021-22) – davnagle@juno.com  
 
Nominating Committee 
Sue Wine, clerk, TFMM (2021-22) – suewine427@gmail.com  
Angela Jake Brown, HMM (Interim) – aajake277@gmail.com 
<Molly Loesch, UFM (2021-22) - mollybloesch@gmail.com  
<Lisa McConnell, CCMM (2021-22) – lpeach_2001@yahoo.com  
 
Home Missions Committee 
<Dorlan Bales, clerk, HFMM (2021-22) – dorlan@cox.net 
Connie Adams, Treasurer (ex-officio) HFMM– connieadams1637@gmail.com 
Beth Green-Nagle, HM/TFF (2021-22) - nagle@nsuok.edu  
<Greg Newby, UFM (2021-22) – gregnewby@cox.net  
David Ozaki, TFMM (2021-22) – dozaki@fisherpatterson.com 
Sara Scribner, LFCQM (2021-22) - sarabscribner@aol.com  
LaVonna Loesch, Presiding Clerk (ex-officio) UFM – lavonna.loesch@gmail.com 
 
 
Key for Monthly Meeting Representation 

CCMM – Central City Monthly Meeting 
CHPM – Council House Preparative Meeting 
HFMM – Heartland Friends Monthly Meeting 
HMM – Hominy Monthly Meeting 
LFCQM – Lubbock Friends of Christ Quaker Meeting 
TFF – Tahlequah Friends Fellowship Preparative Meeting 
TFCC – Topeka Friends Monthly Meeting 
UFM – University Friends Meeting 

“<” denotes a new appointment, serving two years (2021-22) 
All *Recorded Ministers are welcome and encouraged to join Ministry & Counsel when they 
meet.  
 

mailto:pizzaguy@sprintmail.com
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Nominating Committee Report 2020-21 

 
GPYM clerks and others willing to serve from the end of these sessions to the close of the 
2020 sessions: 
 
Sara Scribner, Presiding Clerk 
Beth Green-Nagle, Assistant Clerk 
Cheryl Mallonee, Recording Clerk 
Connie Adams, Treasurer 
Paul Mallonee, Statistician 
Steve McConnell, Resident Agent (State of Nebraska requirement) 
 
Continuing Committee: 

(TBD), Clerk of Ministry and Counsel 
Steve McConnell, Clerk of the Finance Committee 
Dorlan Bales, Clerk of Home Missions Committee 
Sue Wine, Clerk of the Nominating Committee 
David Ozaki, at large member  
David Nagle, at large member 

Trustees 
Steve McConnell, 2023 
Cheryl Mallonee, Angela Brown, 2023 
Angela Young, John Wine, 2024 

2021 Minutes Publication Committee 
Editor/Publisher – Sue Wine 
Proof readers – Dorlan Bales, LaVonna Loesch, David Nagle, Connie Adams 
Printing/Distribution – Connie Adams, Sue Wine 

Agency & FUM Representatives: 
American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), Ken Jack, 2021-22 
Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL), Cliff Mesner, 2021-22 
Friends World Committee for Consultation (FWCC) 

Beth Green-Nagle, 2022 (2 of 3 yr. term) 
Friends United Meeting (FUM), Cliff Loesch, 2021 (1 of 3 yr. term) 
Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW), John Wine, 2021-22 
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                                 Great Plains Yearly Meeting Handbook 

How We Work Together 
First Edition 2009, Revised 2012, 2014 

 
Overview 
Great Plains Yearly Meeting is made up of seven monthly meetings: Hominy Friends and 
Council House Friends in northeastern Oklahoma; Heartland Friends and University Friends 
in Wichita, Kansas; Topeka Friends in Topeka, Kansas; Central City Friends in south central 
Nebraska; and Lubbock Friends of Christ Quaker Meeting in Lubbock, Texas. 
 
Great Plains Yearly Meeting has a rich history, having celebrated its centennial in 2008.  
Known as Nebraska Yearly Meeting until 2001, GPYM is part of Friends United Meeting 
(FUM).  GPYM is theologically diverse, as demonstrated by each congregation’s 
relationships with other Friends networks.  Heartland and Central City are directly affiliated 
with Friends General Conference.  University Friends belongs to Evangelical Friends Church 
Mid-America, as did Council House Friends for many years.  Hominy Friends are in regular 
communication with Ohio Yearly Meeting (Conservative) and Kickapoo Friends Center.  
Some Friends from Heartland, Topeka and University Friends attended gatherings of the 
Missouri Valley Friends Conference. 
 
University Friends Church has graciously agreed to be a consistent point of contact with 
GPYM for individuals and groups outside the yearly meeting. 
 
Committees 
 
Continuing Committee 
This committee is the official and legal voice of GPYM between annual sessions, making 
decisions that cannot wait to be considered by the entire body during the first weekend in 
June.  GPYM’s presiding and recording clerks, the treasurer, and the clerks of Ministry and 
Counsel, Nominating Committee, Home Missions Committee and Finance Committee are 
ex-officio members.  One or two other members may be recommended by the Nominating 
Committee to create better gender, Monthly Meeting representation and geographic balance.  
Typically, the presiding clerk asks the Continuing Committee to meet during the fall at the 
site of the next yearly meeting sessions to settle on a theme, an invited speaker, and leaders 
for children’s and youth programs for those sessions.  One or more additional meetings are 
also held by conference call. 
 
Ministry and Counsel 
Ministry and Counsel is concerned with worship, outreach, visitation among monthly 
meetings, pastoral care, and general spiritual health of the monthly meetings and GPYM as 
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a whole.  The group meets before the opening yearly meeting session and at least once 
during the sessions, presenting a report of its work and recommendations to the entire body.  
Ministry and Counsel helps identify the theme for GPYM sessions, provides leadership for 
the annual GPYM memorial meeting for worship, and may prepare queries for monthly 
meetings to use as they write their annual State of Society reports. 
 
It is the responsibility of Ministry and Counsel to nurture those of all ages who are tender in 
the Spirit, recognize gifts in public ministry, and recommend that members exhibiting these 
gifts be recorded by GPYM as recommendations are brought forward by local meetings.  
Ministry and Counsel considers requests by local meetings to join GPYM and offers counsel 
if laying down an existing meeting is contemplated. 
 
Each local meeting appoints two members by January 31 each year for two 12-month terms 
of service beginning February 1 and sends those names to the Presiding Clerk.  Terms of 
the two appointees are staggered to promote continuity.  Recorded ministers and the GPYM 
Presiding Clerk are ex-officio members.  Ministry and Counsel names its own clerk during 
yearly meeting sessions to serve from the end of that session to the end of next year’s 
annual gathering. 
 
Nominating Committee 
This committee is charged with prayerfully discerning gifts within the body and asking 
individuals who are members of GPYM meetings if they are willing to serve for one year as 
presiding and assistant presiding clerks, recording clerk(s), treasurer and assistant treasurer, 
minutes publisher, statistician, resident agent/custodian, and trustees. 
 
It recommends representatives to other Quaker bodies for 3-year terms: American Friends 
Service Committee Corporation (4), Friends Committee on National Legislation (5), Friends 
United Meeting General Board (2 + alternate), Friends World Committee for Consultation (4) 
Quaker Earthcare Witness (1 + alternate) Wichita Friends School Board (2), and William 
Penn House (1). 
Each local meeting appoints two members by January 31 each year for two 12-month terms 
of service beginning February 1 and sends those names to the Presiding Clerk.  Terms of 
the two appointees are staggered to promote continuity.  Local meetings are asked to name 
people who are not members of the Finance Committee or Home Missions Committee and to 
consider service opportunities for younger Friends.  The Nominating Committee names its 
own clerk during yearly meeting sessions to serve from the end of that session to the end of 
next year’s annual gathering and meets before the opening yearly meeting session to begin 
its work. 
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Finance Committee 
Members work with the treasurer to prepare an annual budget and present it for approval to 
GPYM.  The Finance Committee considers requests for un-budgeted expenditures, usually 
by distance communication, and makes recommendations to the Continuing Committee.  It 
also provides for an annual review of GPYM’s financial accounting. 
 
Each local meeting appoints two members by January 31 each year for two 12-month terms 
of service beginning February 1 and sends those names to the Presiding Clerk.  Terms of 
the two appointees are staggered to promote continuity.  Local meetings are asked to name 
people who are not members of the Nominating Committee or Home Missions Committee 
and to consider service opportunities for younger Friends.  The Finance Committee names 
its own clerk during yearly meeting sessions to serve from the end of that session to the end 
of next year’s annual gathering and meets before the opening yearly meeting session each 
year to begin its work. 
 
Home Missions Committee  
During the 2014 GPYM sessions, the existing Anchor Committee created in 2012 was laid 
down in favor of a more permanent committee that will give energy to the new Leadership 
and Revitalization Initiative, using funds generated from the GPYM farm property and 
additional gifts from meetings and individuals.  The Continuing Committee initially named the 
Home Missions Committee's members, acting on behalf of GPYM. 
 
Each local meeting appoints two members by January 31 each year for two 12-month terms 
of service beginning February 1 and sends those names to the Presiding Clerk.  Terms of 
the two appointees are staggered to promote continuity.  Local meetings are asked to name 
people who are not members of the Nominating Committee or Finance Committee and to 
consider service opportunities for younger Friends.  The Home Missions Committee names 
its own clerk during yearly meeting sessions to serve from the end of that session to the end 
of next year’s annual gathering and meets before the opening yearly meeting session each 
year to begin its work. 
 
Trustees -- Trustees are stewards of GPYM’s physical assets and have legal responsibility 
for them.  The six trustees are proposed by the GPYM Nominating Committee and serve 
three-year terms.  Trustees work closely with a manager to see that GPYM’s farm property is 
rented and yields a fair income each year. 
 
Business and Program Committee -- The local meeting scheduled to host the next annual 
gathering of GPYM appoints three to five people who work with Continuing Committee to 
prepare an agenda for the sessions, arrange for resource people, and oversee local 
arrangements.  Names are presented before the close of GPYM sessions. 
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Extracts and Epistle -- During the opening session the presiding clerk asks Friends 
assembled who would serve GPYM by writing a general epistle (letter) to other Friends 
yearly meetings around the world, a message God would have our yearly meeting share.  
Two or three people are appointed to write the epistle, which is read and approved before 
the close of the sessions.  Two other Friends are asked to collect extracts, singular sayings 
both edifying and humorous, spoken during the course of the sessions.  These sayings are 
included as part of the published minutes. 
 
Website/communications working group -- Great Plains Yearly Meeting has created a 
website to improve internal and external communications.  An ad-hoc working group has 
been overseeing this project. 
 
Yearly Meeting Leadership 
Presiding Clerk and Assistant Presiding Clerk 
During GPYM sessions the presiding clerk creates the agenda for business sessions, 
introduces each item, and listens as various Friends speak to it.  When the clerk senses that 
there is unity, he or she voices the “sense of the meeting” for the body’s consideration.  If 
there is unity, the decision is written by the recording clerk for inclusion in the official minutes.  
If there is not unity and those who are not satisfied with the proposed minute do not feel able 
to “stand aside,” there is further consideration of the matter.  Sometimes the clerk may call 
for a time of worship before inviting further comment and/or carry the item of business over 
to be considered at a later meeting. 
 
During the months between sessions, the presiding clerk prepares an agenda for Continuing 
Committee meetings and receives items of concern from the yearly meeting’s leaders, from 
Friends agencies, and from others, referring items to others as appropriate.  The clerk 
manifests a deep concern for the yearly meeting’s faithfulness and health and communicates 
with GPYM leaders to encourage them in their Christian service, seeking to understand their 
joys and struggles. 
 
The assistant presiding clerk assists the clerk during the sessions and between sessions and 
presides in the absence of the clerk. 
 
Recording Clerk(s) -- The recording clerk creates a written record of all decisions and other 
pertinent information during sessions and Continuing Committee meetings and works with 
the GPYM minutes publisher to see that minutes of annual sessions are distributed. 
 
Minutes Publisher -- Working closely with the recording clerk(s), the minutes publisher will 
see that a final version of the minutes, with reports, epistle, and contact information for local 
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meetings and session attendees is made available electronically and in print to GPYM 
members and Friends organizations who request a copy. 
 
Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer -- The treasurer receives funds and disburses them in 
accordance with the GPYM budget, consulting with the clerk of the Finance Committee, the 
presiding clerk, and the Continuing Committee as appropriate.  The treasurer will keep 
accurate records and prepare an annual report that reflects the status of each budget 
category and the overall assets and liabilities of GPYM. 
 
The treasurer, consulting with the clerk of the Finance Committee, will invest income greater 
than budgeted spending with Friends fiduciary agencies or other socially responsible 
managers.  The treasurer will also work with the person who reviews GPYM’s financial 
records as directed by the Finance Committee. 
 
Statistician -- The statistician shall collect calendar year statistics from local meetings, 
including a report of additions and losses to the rolls of members and attendees, the average 
number of people who gather for worship, names of those deceased since the GPYM 
sessions, recorded ministers, and number of printed copies of the annual minutes requested. 
 
Resident Agent and Custodian -- GPYM’s incorporation as a nonprofit group is with the 
State of Nebraska.  All official communication from Nebraska officials and some other legal 
correspondence is received by the resident agent and custodian, who responds after 
consulting with the appropriate GPYM leadership. 
 
Location of Yearly Meeting Sessions -- The ordinary rotation of annual sessions is, 
Hominy Friends (2021), University Friends (2019), and Heartland Friends (2020).  Friends 
United Meeting Triennial Sessions were held at Friends University, Wichita Kansas, in 2017. 
 
Monthly Meeting Responsibilities –  

• Appoint two members to serve on the Nominating, Home Missions, and Finance 
Committees and Ministry and Counsel by January 31 each year for two 12-month terms 
of service beginning February 1 and send those names to the GPYM Presiding Clerk.  
Ideally, terms of each pair of appointees are staggered to promote continuity. 

• Bring a State of Society report reflecting the meeting’s spiritual condition to be shared 
with the rest of GPYM at the beginning of each annual assembly. 

• Submit a calendar year statistical report, including names of Friends departed since last 
sessions to be remembered during the memorial service.  A memorial minute is 
encouraged for those who attended yearly meeting sessions or played key roles in the life 
of the local meeting. 

• Include Great Plains Yearly Meeting in the monthly meeting budget. 
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• Host yearly meeting sessions periodically, if able. 

• Recommend members for recording as ministers of the Gospel. 
 
Budget and Special Funds -- Great Plains Yearly Meeting has three separate financial 
accounts: an operating account, a home missions account, and a student loan fund. 
 Operating Account -- Income for this account comes from contributions from local 
meetings and individuals, plus registration for yearly meeting sessions.  Expenses include 
yearly meeting sessions/printing minutes, travel funds that help send GPYM representatives 
to meetings of Friends agencies, and an enabling fund. 
 Home Missions Account -- GPYM was given farmland by the Stevens family from 
1922-32, with the stipulation that income from the property be used for mission work "within 
the limits of the Yearly Meeting," with "special attention given to gathering the scattered 
membership and to the establishment of meetings".  Most income to the home missions 
account comes from renting the land, with additional money coming from local meetings, 
individuals, and the GPYM operating account. 
Since 2013, most of the expenditures of farm income have been dedicated to a new 
Leadership and Revitalization Project/Initiative focused within GPYM and facilitated by a 
released Friend.  It was initially overseen by a temporary Anchor Committee.  In 2014 GPYM 
created a new standing Home Missions Committee in its place to continue the initiative. 
 In the past, GPYM has used farm income to make financial contributions to Quaker 
agencies to support their work within the central plains states.  Recently, despite the 
personal support of many GPYM Friends for those agencies, GPYM made a decision to 
reduce or eliminate those gifts in order to invest in the encouragement of new life and growth 
in GPYM's local meetings, including our young adult leaders.  These funds have also been 
used to invite unaffiliated meetings and worship groups to join GPYM, all with the intention of 
revitalizing GPYM and honoring the wishes of the Stevens family. 
 Student Loan Fund -- This revolving loan account established by designated 
contributions offers low interest loans to Friends pursuing higher education.  Loans are 
approved by an ad hoc committee that includes the treasurer(s), clerk of the finance 
committee, and the presiding clerk.  Loans paid back to the fund, with interest, become 
available to new borrowers. 
 
Recording of Ministers -- Great Plains Yearly Meeting has not recorded many ministers in 
recent years.  When it has, the procedure has varied.  More discussion is needed by GPYM 
Ministry and Counsel to clarify the process.  Until there is more clarity, local meetings that 
recognize a member who has experienced a call by God to public ministry and demonstrated 
ministry gifts that build up the congregation are asked to talk with the Clerk of GPYM Ministry 
and Counsel. 
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Directory of GPYM Monthly Meetings 

 
Central City Monthly Meeting, 403B Ave., Central City NE  68826 
Mail to: 1400 N 38th St, Lincoln, NE  68503 
Clerk: Lynn Zeleski 
 
Council House Preparative Meeting 
22601 S.  680 Rd, Wyandotte, OK  74370   (c/o Frankie Sue Johnson, Clerk) 
http://www.councilhousefriends.org/ 
Clerk:  Frankie Sue Johnson 
 
Heartland Friends Monthly Meeting, 14505 W.  Sandwedge Circle, Wichita, KS  67235 
http://heartlandfriendsmeeting.org 
Clerk: Angela Young 
 
Hominy Monthly Meeting, 510 Friends Road, Hominy, OK  74035 
http://www.hominyfriends.org 
Clerk: Carole Revard 
 
Lubbock Friends of Christ Quaker Meeting 
Grace Presbyterian Church, 4820 19th Street, Lubbock, TX  79407 
Mail to: 2813 23rd Street, Lubbock TX 79410 
www.lubbockfriendsofchrist.org 
Clerk: Sara Scribner 
 
Tahlequah Friends Fellowship, Under the care of Hominy Monthly Meeting 
Tahlequah, OK 
 
Topeka Friends Monthly Meeting, 603 SW 8th Street, Topeka, KS  66603 
http://topekaquakers.org 
Clerk: David Ozaki 
 
University Friends Meeting, 1840 W. University Ave., Wichita, KS  67213 
316-262-0471   http://universityfriends.quaker.org 
Clerk: Doug Chambers 
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Directory of Friends at the Sessions 

 
Adams, Connie (Heartland Friends Meeting) 

 Wichita, KS  67213 

 connieadams1637@gmail.com, 828-873-1746 

 

Bales, Dorlan (Heartland Friends Meeting) 

 Wichita, KS  67204 

 dorlanbales@gmail.com, 316-200-6200 

 

Barch, Frank (FGC clerk) 

 Elkins Park, PA  19027 

 fbarch@me.com, 540-421-2525 

 

Brown, Angela (Hominy Friends Meeting) 

 Cleveland, OK  74020 

 aajake277@gmail.com, 918-271-9187 
 

Chambers, Doug (University Friends Meeting) 

 Kechi, KS  67067 

 pchambers@wichitafriendsschool.org 
 
Chambers, Pam (University Friends Meeting) 
 Kechi, KS   67067 
 pchambers@wichitafriendsschool.org, 620-786-4287 

 

Crandall, Ada Marcile 

 Newberg, OR  97132 

 marcile.cran@gmail.com, 503-559-2098 

 

Dawley, Joe (University Friends Meeting) 

 Wichita, KS   
 

Fowler, Aaron (Heartland Friends Meeting) 

 Wichita, KS  67203 

 aaron@aaronfowler.org, 316-207-4715 
 

Green-Nagle, Beth (Hominy Friends Meeting) 
 Tahlequah, OK  74464 

 nagle@nsuok.edu, 405-863-6698 
 
 

mailto:pchambers@wichitafriendsschool.org
mailto:nagle@nsuok.edu
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Krieg, Jon (AFSC, Des Moines) 

 AFSC, Des Moines, IA  50311 

 JKrieg@afsc.org, 515-803-3694 

 

Krieger-Zook, Lynnette (WFS Board Clerk) 

 Buhler, KS   
 kriegzook@gmail.com 

 

Larsen, Beth (Heartland Friends Meeting) 

 Wichita, KS  67208 

 larsen8101@gmail.com, 512-923-2384 

 

Loesch, Cliff (University Friends Meeting) 

 Wichita, KS  67203 

 crloesch@sbcglobal.net, 316-267-6991 

 

Loesch, LaVonna (University Friends Meeting) 

 Wichita, KS  67203 

 lavonna.loesch@gmail.com, 318-680-9992 

 

Loesch, Molly (University Friends Meeting) 

 Wichita, KS  67203 

 mollybloesch@gmail.com, 316-680-3348 

 

Lynch, Jim (Heartland Friends Meeting) 

 Valley Center, KS  67147 

 jlynch@igc.org, 346-755-1701 
 

Mallonee, Cheryl, Jocelyn, Tanner (University Friends Meeting) 

 Wichita, KS  67212 

 cemallonee@gmail.com, 316-721-1318 
Mallonee, Paul (University Friends Meeting) 
 Wichita, KS  67212 
 pizzaguy@sprintmail.com  316-259-4547 

 

McBride, Alicia (FCNL Representative) 
 
McConnell, Lisa, William, Louisa (Central City Friends Meeting) 

 Lincoln, NE  68503 

 Lpeach_2001@yahoo.com, 402-730-2937 
 
 

mailto:cemallonee@gmail.com
mailto:pizzaguy@sprintmail.com
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McConnell, Steve (Central City Friends Meeting) 
 Lincoln, NE  68503 
 veggieduderanch@yahoo.com   402-570-6428 
 
Mesner, Cliff (Central City Friends Meeting) 

 Central City, NE  68826 

 cliff@mesnerlaw.com, 308-940-0545 

 
Mullikin, Carol (University Friends Meeting) 

 Wichita, KS  67203 

 carolmullikin@cox.net, 316-558-5494 
 
Mullikin, Randy (University Friends Meeting) 
 Wichita, KS  67203 
 rmullikin@cox.net, 316-558-5494 
 

Nagle, David, Joseph, Anika (Hominy Friends Meeting) 

 Tahlequah, OK  74464 

 davnagle@juno.com, 918-885-2714,  
 

Newby, Greg (University Friends Meeting) 

 Wichita, KS  67203 

 gregnewby@cox.net, 316-260-6106 
 
Newby, Rhonda (University Friends Meeting) 

 Wichita, KS  67203 

 rhondajeannewby@cox.net, 316-734-5228 
 

Ozaki, David (Topeka Friends Meeting) 

 Topeka, KS  66611 

 dozaki@fisherpatterson.com, 785-286-6626, 785-969-0904 

 

Perkins, Jim (Heartland Friends Meeting) 

 Howard, KS  67349 

 jrperkins@sktc.net, 620-330-7134 

 

Prestwidge Barch, Jean-Marie 

 Elkins Park, PA  19027 

 drsbarch@aol.com, 540-908-9300 

 
 

mailto:veggieduderanch@yahoo.com
mailto:rhondajeannewby@cox.net
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Revard, Carole (Hominy Friends Meeting) 

 Pawhuska, OK  74056 

 carolerevard@aol.com, 918-639-2153 

 

Rouwalt, Margaret (Hominy Friends Meeting) 

 Hominy, OK  74035 

 

Saxton, Colin (Friends United Meeting) 

 Newberg, OR  97132 

 

Scribner, Sara (Lubbock Friends of Christ) 

 Lubbock, TX  79410 

 sarabscribner@aol.com, 806-831-5168 

 

Shelton, Sally (Lubbock Friends of Christ) 

 Lubbock, TX  79410 

 sally@neopaleo.net, 605-430-1661 

 

Stephenson, Patrice (Heartland Friends Meeting) 

 Goddard, KS  67052 

 mmapatrice@gmail.com (316) 210-1076 

 

Stoner, Melissa (AFSC) 

 Philadelphia, PA  19102 

 mstoner@afsc.org, 215-241-7050 

 

Suttle, Andrea (University Friends Meeting) 

 Wichita, KS  67207 

 asuttle121@gmail.com, 316-871-4674 

 

Trice, Bobby (FCNL representative) 

 Washington, DC  20002 

 rtrice@fcnl.org 530-575-5661 

 

Van Buren, Marjorie (Topeka Friends Meeting) 

 Topeka, KS  66611 

 mjvanburen@gmail.com, 785-633-7508, 785-273-2261 

 

Wine, John (University Friends Meeting & Heartland Friends Meeting) 
 Wichita, KS  67213 

 johnwineks@gmail.com, 785-220-7676 
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Wine, Sue (University Friends Meeting & Heartland Friends Meeting) 
 Wichita, KS  67213 

 swine@gmx.com  785-220-9898 

 
 

 

  

mailto:swine@gmx.com
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Minutes of the One Hundred Thirteenth Annual Assembly 

Eleventh & Twelfth Day, Ninth Month, 2020 

held via Zoom  
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GPYM 2020 Spiritual Gathering for Fellowship and Nurture 

FRIDAY, Sept 11, 2020 – 6:30 

Tech Team: Michael Barrett, Cliff Loesch, Molly Loesch & Erin DeGroot 
6:15pm – Ministry & Counsel will gather early to hold the meeting this weekend. 
6:30 – Friends Gather for Fellowship 

• Online Troubleshooting & Logistic Explanations – LaVonna Loesch, GPYM presiding 
clerk 

• Chat rooms, mute and video tools 

• Break out groups 

• Special Interest groups 

• Quaker Agencies 

• Fellowship 
6:40 – Welcome & Opening Statement – LaVonna  

• Reading of the 2019 Epistle – Angela Brown, GPYM assistant clerk 

• Guests – please utilize chat to bring greetings to the meeting 
6:45 – Centering Music leading into Waiting Worship  

• Monthly Meeting Roll Call and State of Society Reports 
o Central City Monthly Meeting – Steve McConnell 
o Heartland Friends Monthly Meeting – Connie Adams 
o Hominy Monthly Meeting – David Nagle 
o Council House Preparatory Meeting 
o Tahlequah Worship Group 
o Lubbock Friends of Christ Quaker Meeting – Sally Shelton 
o Topeka Friends Monthly Meeting – David Ozaki 
o University Friends Meeting – Doug Chambers 

• Let’s join together to rejoice in the labors of our Monthly Meetings over this last year 
and months ... both glorious and difficult. (Type into chat or “raise your hand” to be 
acknowledged to share. When called on, please unmute to be heard) 

• Offer prayers and blessings over the other 

• Offer words of encouragement  

• Hold each monthly meeting before the Light and goodness of God as they are 
named out loud. 

• Word of Benediction 
Close – Zoom will be left open for 15 min. so you can see who all is here. 

SATURDAY, Sept. 12, 2020 – 10:00am & 1:30pm  

AM Tech: Cliff & Erin, PM Tech: Molly & Erin 
9:45am – Members of Ministry & Counsel gather early to hold the meeting 
10:00 – Friends Gather for Nurture 
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10:10 – Laura Dungan, Centering music leading into Waiting Worship    

• Noah speak out of the silence 

• Small group discussions 

• Come together to finish morning session 
Noon – Break for lunch  
1:15pm – Members of Ministry & Counsel gather early to hold the meeting 
1:30 – Friends Gather for Nurture 
1:40 – Molly Loesch, Centering music 
1:45 – Waiting Worship 

• Noah speak out of the silence 

• Small group discussions 

• Come together for conclusion 
3:15 – Friends Gather for Fellowship  

• Special Interest Breakout groups  

• Quaker Agency  

• Committee work 

• Visiting 

State of Society Reports 

 
Central City Friends Meeting 

Blessings to all from Central City Friends Meeting! 
In this time of upheaval, it is a comfort to have our community of Friends, even if we 

haven’t personally seen each other! 
Up until February Central City Friends were meeting monthly, most commonly on the 

third Sunday. We have been blessed to have some new attenders bringing new ideas and 
energy to our group. One new attender is Mitch Olson, whose dad grew up and was married 
in the Meeting, and earlier generations were part of the Meeting. 

We hope to begin meeting again when we feel it is safe to do so but we are being 
cautious. We hold each other in the light and keep in touch.  

In November we sent Thanksgiving cards to distant members as a way to keep in 
touch and to update our membership rolls. Some of us were able to attend the Nebraska 
Quaker Fall Gathering in Lincoln in October. The Lincoln Meeting led the planning last year 
and a few of us were able to attend. We hope that this will continue again this fall. 

We were pleased that Sara Scribner from Lubbock Friends of Christ Meeting could join 
us in October. As clerk of Ministry and Counsel she was on a listening tour of Monthly 
Meetings. Her visit reminded us of the importance of our interconnection in GPYM. 

Selma Mesner, had a fall in December and broke her hip. She continues to recover at 
the Long-Term Care facility in Central City. It is difficult to be in touch because of the 
Coronavirus lockdown  



60 

 

We continue to hold friend Caryl Guisinger in the light as she has had a recurrence of 
cancer and is undergoing radiation and surgery. 

We were saddened that Raymond McConnell passed away in April. He was a lifelong 
member though had not attended regularly as an adult. Still, he was supportive of the good 
work our Meeting and the Yearly Meeting has done. 
We continue to be active as individuals in peace and justice issues, including Nebraskans for 
Alternatives to the Death Penalty; Nebraskans for Peace; Central Nebraska Peace Workers; 
Civic Nebraska (census education and voter registration to ensure people have a voice); 
women's marches; immigration reform and support groups including support for Catholic 
social services donating items to schools on the Mexican side of the border, and support for 
free legal counsel and translators for immigrants incarcerated at the southern border; 
promoting health at packing plants in regard to COVID–19, and reaching out to our elected 
officials on environmental and social justice issues. Most recently our members have worked 
to end racism and police brutality in light of the killing of George Floyd.  
 New attendees have given us the opportunity to revisit our understanding of Friends' 
testimonies. We look forward to getting back together sometime in the not-too-distant future 
to continue reviewing our S.P.I.C.E.S. of Simplicity, Peace, Integrity, Community, Equality, 
Stewardship. We are a “Spicey” group! 
 Despite our challenges, Friends and attendees continue their efforts to make this a 
more equitable and sustainable place to live.  
 

Heartland Friends Meeting 
The year 2020 marks the 100-year Anniversary of Women’s Suffrage in the United 

States.  Heartland Friends Meeting proudly remembers and honors the following women 
whose lives, testimonies and membership contributions are a rich part of our history and 
growth.  We cherish the memories of these exceptional women and we miss their humble 
wisdom.   

 

DOROTHY J. TROUTMAN            LOIS ANDREW                 
(9/3/1913 – 2/17/1995)                                 (6/12/1916 – 5/2/2005)                            

FLORENCE ROBINSON   COLLEEN DAHLMANN       
(7/20/1922 - 5/3/2012)   (1/3/1929 – 12/28/1996)              

MYRLISS HERSHEY                    BARBARA PERKINS             
(5/9/1928 – 6/14/2019)                               (7/23/38 – 4/21/2002)             

 

Given the state of our world on this day in June of 2020, the task of writing such a 
report seems both ominous and mundane.  Where does one begin?  To collect the events, 
the activities, the goals, the accomplishments of a year in the life of Heartland Friends 
Meeting without superimposing the very large, over-reaching and impactful implications of 
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COVID-19 and the “Black Lives Matter” movement is a challenging and emotion-filled 
responsibility and task.    

We at Heartland Friends Meeting have been profoundly affected by the current events 
going on in our communities and in our world, both personally and on a corporate level. As 
the COVID-19 virus spread across our nation and into the state of Kansas, we mourned the 
loss of being able to gather in our Meetinghouse with each other for Meeting for Worship. 
With regular communication via technology, Friends discovered a great comfort and 
connecting spirit in distance worshipping while remaining in our own homes.  At present, we 
continue to search for ways to safely gather, and we share an unshaken spirit that guides our 
mutual love of/for the Light and Joy that permeates our Heartland Community.       

The 100-year Anniversary of Women’s Suffrage in the United States is a bittersweet 
celebration.  One hundred years ago, women were granted access to the voting booth.  But 
... Women had to fight for and “earn this right” to vote, to be considered equal in the eyes of 
justice and the Constitution of the United States of America.   

Human rights, human dignity and justice for all continue to fall short of anything 
acceptable throughout the cities and states of our nation. Our brothers and sisters of color 
continue to be oppressed and discriminated against in many capacities across the broad 
spectrum of daily life in America.  We are saddened by the ongoing racial disparity and 
discrimination that exists for so many human beings who should not have to “earn the right” 
to be treated with fairness, dignity, respect and compassion. This reality is heavy on our 
hearts at Heartland Friends Meeting. The rallying cries of our brothers and sisters beg us to 
both individually and corporately speak out against hatred and violence toward our fellow 
humans.  We honor and lift up the names of recent victims of racial hatred, police brutality 
and ongoing oppression in this country: George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor.    

We at Heartland Friends Meeting continue to thoughtfully, intentionally and with the 
greatest of love work our way forward and through the opportunities we are given during 
these times, calling on the best of ourselves and our Meeting.  

***************************** 
As we continue to reflect for this writing, Heartland seems to have lived with two very 

disparate identities: before the pandemic and after the pandemic. In 2019 and early 2020, 
some positive energies rose to action.  We welcomed three new members and one (4-year-
old) associate member to the Society of Friends. We rejoice in the blessings of these new 
members of our Meeting.  

In late Spring of 2019, a member shared a leading to host a mid-week unprogrammed 
worship opportunity.  In Sept. 2019, members and attenders began gathering on the first and 
third Wednesdays of the month for an evening hour of quiet worship together.  The number 
of Friends gathering for this time of worship has varied from two to ten, and we have felt 
tenderly drawn into, “When two or three are gathered in my name…”  
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In late summer of 2019, a Friend shared a leading to host a women’s yoga class once 
a week at Heartland.  Several “Friends” and friends have been gathering on Friday 
afternoons for an hour of gentle yoga practice and spiritual connection.   

In August 2019, Heartland Friends hosted the gathering of family and friends for 
Myrliss Hershey’s memorial service.  From the vantage point of this writing, we are deeply 
grateful that a large group was able to gather in memorial worship for Myrliss, a long-time 
Heartland Friends member and well-known lover of and advocate for education.   

Heartland was pleased to welcome and host the Friends World Committee for 
Consultation Executive Board for their meetings in September 2019.  We know such large 
Spirit-filled gatherings will happen again, and we will cherish those opportunities to be 
together with renewed gratitude.  
Heartland Friends Meeting has been fortunate during the time of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and community wide shut-down to work with an Everence Sharing Fund and assist with 
several community-based requests for persons in need.  We value this ministry opportunity 
and our fortunate ability to respond.   

During the time when the COVID-19 worldwide pandemic became a critical “stay-at-
home” reality, we at Heartland relied on Spirit’s nourishment of our community.  Our hearts 
were tender with love as we held two members in healing Light during their journey through 
COVID-19 illness and recovery.  Facebook, email and text messages became valuable 
keeping-in-touch tools for daily connection and support.   

In the midst of the difficulty of being in a mode of great “pause” for daily routines, many 
Heartland members found themselves drawn to our meetinghouse.  We had time to 
accomplish more spring-time work than usual -- trimming, weeding, planting and 
transplanting.  We realized a pandemic “benefit” in getting to know some of our 
neighborhood adults, teens, children and dogs -- enjoying casual chats as children played 
and adults walked their dogs around our campus.  We are grateful to be a place of quiet 
beauty for many to enjoy. 

At this writing in June 2020, Heartland members and attenders are worshipping at 
Heartland – some inside the Meetinghouse, others on Path of Testimonies benches, and 
others in lawn chairs scattered (“socially-distant”) around our grounds.  Rise of Meeting 
brings us together in the parking lot for mask-wearing greetings and conversation. 

In recognition of the 100-year anniversary of Women’s Suffrage, this State of Society 
report is offered by the women of Heartland Friends Meeting.  We are grateful for the gifts 
and nurturance of our fore-mothers (listed above), who have gone before us fully into the 
Light.  We continue as a community to work for equal justice for all, to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly in the Light. 
Submitted on behalf of Heartland Friends Meeting, Gail Kinzer and Connie Adams 
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Hominy Monthly Meeting 
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” – Matthew 11:28-30  

These verses have reassured us as we face great challenges including caring for two 
preparative meetings and the COVID-19 pandemic. We find that as we leave our weariness 
and burdens to God, He sustains, encourages, and inspires us to greater faithfulness.  

Following the 2019 GPYM Hominy Friends and Council House Friends worked out a 
memorandum of understanding under which Council House Monthly Meeting was laid down 
and its members were attached to Hominy Friends. We then designated those who live in the 
Council House area as a preparative meeting. Friends continued to worship there most 
Sundays through the end of March. Meetings were then discontinued due to the pandemic. 
They resumed weekly worship in Fifth Month. Hominy Trustees and a few others were joined 
by Dean Young for a tour of the Council House facilities in Tenth Month. Everything was 
found to be in relatively good shape except for the parsonage.  

Our minister worked with four Council House Friends to develop a letter to go out to 
people who had been involved with Council House in the past. While this project is still 
underway, nearly every response has included a financial donation for the Meeting, the 
Cemetery Fund, or both. The letter is sparking renewed interest in Council House which has 
lifted spirits. Our minister has made numerous trips to Council House to work on 
improvements to the parsonage kitchen and bathroom and to counsel with and encourage 
Council House folks. He also spent the Saturday before Memorial Day welcoming people as 
they came to decorate graves in the cemetery and received over $800 in donations to the 
Cemetery Fund.  

LaHunta Thompson continues to serve as the Council House Treasurer. Our minister 
located a cook stove and steam table in Muskogee which Brad Wood then purchased for 
Council House using Quivering Arrow Camp funds. The used equipment is in good shape 
and is stored at Kickapoo Friends Center where it will also be cleaned up. After Brad Wood 
consulted with our minister and Josh Leemasters of Wyandotte Friends, it was decided to 
cancel Quivering Arrow Camp for this summer and to begin planning for the 2021 camp. Last 
year’s camp was enjoyed by all who participated. There were no campers from Hominy, but 
our minister assisted.  

Hominy Friends have been glad to welcome several new people and to encourage 
new leadership. We were saddened to lose the involvement of a key couple in Second 
Month. We continued to meet in person until a decision was taken in the Third Month 
business meeting to cease meeting due to the pandemic and to reassess the situation in 
Fifth Month. For three Sundays the Nagle family originated worship streaming via Facebook 
Live from their dining room in Tahlequah. In Fourth Month our minister resumed driving to 
Hominy and originated live streams from the Meetinghouse with a few others being 
physically present. A recording of each meeting for worship is available on the Hominy 
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Friends Meeting FB page. Attendance increases each week, though we are still taking 
recommended precautions. We recently celebrated Joseph Nagle’s graduation from 
Tahlequah High School with a special cake as part of our first fellowship dinner in months.  

Several improvements to the Meetinghouse kitchen have been made and new 
fiberglass doors grace the front entryway. A new kitchen stove has been installed at the 
parsonage, but the interior still needs much attention. The parsonage fence needs major 
work and the parsonage needs exterior paint. We authorized our trustees to arrange for new 
vinyl siding on the west wall of the Meetinghouse and hope that can be accomplished this 
summer.  

Tahlequah Friends Fellowship, a preparative meeting under the care of Hominy 
Friends meets for unprogrammed worship Thursday evenings at 7:30 in the Nagle living 
room in Tahlequah. Last summer they invited Chesterfield Monthly Meeting of Ohio Yearly 
Meeting (Conservative) to share in the oversight of their venture. This request was accepted 
and TFF now has dual affiliation. They were blessed by visits from Sara Scribner and others. 
In Second Month a group of students and staff of Arthur Morgan School, Burnsville, NC, 
were hosted in the Nagle home for two nights before continuing to Tulsa where Green 
Country Friends of South Central YM helped with arrangements. With the exception of a 
couple of weeks, meeting has continued in some form despite the pandemic. In addition to 
the Nagle family, there are three others who have resumed regular attendance.  

Despite the challenges, Hominy Friends are hopeful. We look forward to renewed life 
and service as we seek to follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit.  

On behalf of Hominy Monthly Meeting, Carole Revard, Presiding Clerk 
 

Lubbock Friends of Christ 
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are 
new every morning; great is thy faithfulness. "The Lord is my portion," says my soul; 
"therefore I will hope in him."  Lamentations 3:22-24 (NRSV) 
 Though the world is beset with extraordinary challenges at present, the Lord has been 
good to Lubbock Friends of Christ Quaker Meeting.  For most of the year, we met as 
regularly as possible on First Days for Friendly Bible Study and unprogrammed worship.  We 
have been blessed by the arrival of Friend Sally Shelton, who returned to her hometown of 
Lubbock in January to take a position at the local university.  Over the next several weeks, 
we completed our study of the Gospel of Luke, finding, as always, that reflecting on scripture 
together strengthens our faith and knits us together in community.  
 We suspended our weekly gatherings in mid-March as a result of the Covid-19 
pandemic and the disease's arrival in Lubbock.  To date, we have not resumed.  Although 
we miss being together, we are thankful that everyone has remained healthy and gainfully 
employed (if not retired already).  We contributed financially to a local fund established to 
assist those who have experienced more serious negative repercussions from the pandemic.  
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 We look forward to the return of some semblance of normalcy, placing our trust in the 
Lord. 
Approved via email 

Topeka Friends Meeting 
 The Topeka Friends Meeting shared a joint meeting for worship on October 27, 2019, 
with Manhattan Friends Meeting and Oread Friends Meeting.  We felt a renewed sense of 
community when we gathered with friends from Manhattan and Lawrence and plan to 
continue these types of events in the future.   
 We have been very fortunate to have Liz visit us with her daughter and then decide to 
return and become a valued member of our group.   

The coronavirus/Covid 19 pandemic has profoundly affected the country and the City 
of Topeka in 2020.  Shawnee County issued a stay-at-home order that took effect on March 
26, 2020, and the State of Kansas issued one that took effect on March 30, 2020.  We are 
currently waiting for details about the lifting of these restrictions.   

The last face to face meeting for worship of Topeka Friends Meeting was held on 
March 15, 2020.  Liz has made available the use of her Google Meet account for virtual 
meetings.  We held our first virtual meeting on March 29, 2020.  Not everyone has 
participated in the virtual meetings but it is felt that under the current situation it is a good 
alternative to meeting face to face.  The virtual meetings have enabled distant friends to join 
us.  We have had a friend from Madison, Wisconsin, and another friend from Central City, 
Nebraska, have participated in the virtual meetings.   

The Topeka Friends Meeting continues to struggle with the incarceration of one of our 
members.  Friends continue to be in contact with James and have sent him a number of 
items to try and make his incarceration more bearable.  One of our members has been in 
contact with a liaison from the governor’s office to try and gain insights into the prison system 
and the parole process.     

The state scheduled an opportunity for public comment on March 20, 2020, for James’ 
parole hearing in June.  Several members wrote letters in support of James and planned to 
attend the hearing.  Because of the coronavirus the public comment session was cancelled 
and the parole hearing has been postponed several times.  While incarcerated in Lansing 
State Penitentiary, James was infected by the coronavirus and was put in isolation.  He has 
since recovered and will hopefully make a full recovery.   

One of our members continues to be involved with the FCNL advocacy team at Oread 
Friends Meeting in Lawrence.  The meeting recently went through a discernment process 
and submitted seven suggestions to FCNL regarding future legislative priorities.   

The meeting has contributed money and food to Doorstep in support of their work 
helping those people in Topeka who are struggling.  Because the State of Kansas is the 
largest employer in Topeka the need is not as great as it is in other cities but there are 
always those in need.   
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We continue to share the meetinghouse with the local Baha’i community.  The meeting 
has given the Baha’is an unused upstairs room to house their lending and reference libraries.   

 
University Friends Meeting 

Dear Friends at Great Plains Yearly Meeting, 
The word that best captures the state of our Meeting is transition. 
In January 2019 we learned that Cliff Loesch, our pastor of 25 years was resigning effective 
June 30.  The six-month period between receiving this news and his actual leaving was 
spent absorbing the idea, mourning the loss, and coming up with a plan forward. 

A search committee was formed to seek new leadership and as we faced this 
challenge it was felt that because of the long tenure of Cliff coupled with a significant change 
in the size of the congregation a transition minister would be the correct approach.  Sources 
we consulted recommended 1-2 years of interim ministry for a church in this position.  By 
God’s good grace we found two pastors to serve University Friends for portions of this 
period. David Wolf from Virginia was with us from September through November and helped 
us just carry on at that point.  

In January Catherine Griffith began her ministry with us.  The focus of Catherine’s 
ministry has been to take an honest stock of who we are as a Meeting, who do we want to be 
and how can we be that which we seek. 

In January we were notified by Evangelical Friends Church, Mid America Yearly 
Meeting that we could no longer be affiliated with two yearly meetings.  University Friends 
had been a member of two yearly meetings since 1970.  The process of disassociating with 
EFCMA was difficult and gut wrenching for many of us at UFM.  This has fully been covered 
elsewhere but it was disruptive to our interim efforts. 

In the interim we are facing squarely these facts, we have a building designed for 4-5 
hundred people, we have congregation that averaged 87 in attendance for 2019. Our 
challenge right now is to clarify our mission and ministry and to merge who we are with what 
we have into that ministry. 
Sincerely, Doug Chambers, Clerk 
 

Special Interest Group Links – Saturday, 3:15pm 

AFSC – Jon Krieg -- https://tinyurl.com/AFSCatGPYM 
Everence – Mitch Stutzman -- http://bit.ly/361PLuy 
FCNL – Bobby Trice -- http://bit.ly/FCNLQuakerAdvocacy  
FGC – Jean-Marie & Frank Barch, clerk 

The FGC Visitors would like to offer an opportunity to meet with GPYM Friends to 
listen to concerns, ideas or items for sharing with other Yearly Meetings. Jean-Marie & 
Frank Barch invite Friends to join us as they are 
led:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83492684817 

https://tinyurl.com/AFSCatGPYM
http://bit.ly/361PLuy
http://bit.ly/FCNLQuakerAdvocacy
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83492684817


67 

 

FWCC – Robin Mohr, Exec Sec. -- Friends World Committee: Welcoming our Quaker 
Cousins to the Family Reunion.  News from Friends around the world and across the 
branches of Friends. Practicing virtual hospitality.  We will also share ideas for World Quaker 
Day at your house: What does it mean to be a Quaker today? Living a Faithful Life in a 
Changing World  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86064311296?pwd=YTB2Q212ajJUZlFGUjBsd0wwWmZBUT09 
 

Participants, GPYM 2020 Spiritual Gathering for Fellowship & Nurture 

Adams, Connie … Wichita KS 
Bales, Dorlan … Wichita KS 
Barch, Frank … Elkins Park PA  
Barch, Jean-Marie Prestwidge … Elkins Park PA  
Brown, Angela & Isaac … Hominy OK  
Chambers, Pam … Kechi KS 
Doug Chambers … Kechi KS  
Craig-Sangals, Lin … Hutchinson KS  
Crandall, Ada Marcile … Newberg OR  
Dungan, Laura … Wichita KS  
Early, Leigh … Wichita KS  
Early, Mary Elise … Wichita KS  
Eden, Jean … Lincoln NE  
Fletcher, Gail … Norman OK  
Fletcher, John … Norman OK 
Green-Nagle, Beth … Talequah OK 
Griffith, Catherine … Wichita KS  
Hermann, Duane … Topeka KS  
Jay, Michael & Karla Moran … Knightstown IN  
Keegan, Lori … Topeka KS 
Kirkegaard, Allison  
Knecht, Margaret … Topeka KS  
Krieg, Jon … Des Moines IA  
Loesch, Cliff … Wichita KS  
Loesch, LaVonna … Wichita KS  
Loesch, Molly … Wichita KS  
Ludy, Lorene … Lincoln NE  
Lynch, Jim … Valley Center KS  
Mallonee, Cheryl … Wichita KS  
Mallonee, Don … Wichita KS  
Mallonnee, Linda … Wichita KS 
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Mallonee, Paul … Wichita KS  
McConnell, Lisa … Lincoln NE  
McConnell, Steve … Lincoln NE  
Mesner, Cliff … Central City NE  
Miller, LaNeal  
Mohr, Robin … Philadelphia PA  
Mullikin, Randy … Wichita KS  
Nagle, David, Joseph, Anika … Talequah OK  
Newby, Greg … Wichita KS 
Newby, Rhonda … Wichita KS  
Ozaki, David … Topeka KS  
Perkins, Jim … Howard KS  
Pilkey, Marilyn … Ottawa KS  
Reed, Jaylene … Kingman KS  
Roberts, Tom … Westfield IN  
Sandstrom, Charity … Sidney NE   
Sandstrom, Richard … Sidney NE 
Savely, Patty … Wichita KS  
Scribner, Sara … Lubbock TX  
Shelton, Sally … Lubbock TX  
Stephenson, Patrice … Goddard KS  
Stutzman, Mitch (Everence) … Hesston KS  
Trice, Bobby … Washington DC  
Van Buren, Marjorie … Topeka KS  
Wine, Sue … Wichita KS  
Wooten, Kathleen … Methuen MA  
Young, Angela … Wichita KS  
Young, Dean … Wichita KS 
 

GPYM 09/28/2019 Continuing Committee 

Friends Present: LaVonna Loesch, Sara Scribner, Steve McConnell, David Ozaki, Sue 
Wine, Paul Mallonee, Cheryl Mallonee, Dorlan Bales, David Nagle and Connie Adams. 

Friends settled into worship considering a quote from LaVonna’s closing minute from 
yearly meeting sessions: “I wonder…what work of the Spirit GPYM is drawn to? What might 
be a new invitation given by the sweet gentle Spirit for our yearly meeting?” 

LaVonna distributed completed evaluation forms from yearly meeting sessions for us 
to review. She then asked what stood out for us from the yearly meeting sessions in June. 
Sue Wine talked about the potential of our youth and what they have to offer to the yearly 
meeting.  Steve McConnell mentioned the workshop with David Hansen and what that 
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represented regarding Friends history involving Native Americans.  The process of the 
inclusion statement was an important event that was greatly cared for by Friends. This was a 
good confidence builder for our yearly meeting and a great milestone from where we have 
come from in the 1980s.  Friends stayed together for decades until the issue was finally 
resolved with the inclusion statement.  We loved each other through the process and trusted 
the spirit to bring forth at the right time. 

We discussed the evaluation forms and pros and cons, housing, food, free time and 
workshops.  Home hospitality was discussed and how Wichita could explore this more as an 
option for housing in the future. This would make the time more affordable for possibly more 
to attend.  The facilities at Council House were discussed. There is a lot a space there and it 
has potential for hosting yearly meeting sessions.   

The schedule of the sessions was discussed and if there was enough time for 
everything. The extra time scheduled for committee meetings was appreciated.  The 
workshop options were discussed and whether to hold them concurrently with more options.  
Some expressed that more worship time would be nice. 
Council House Monthly Meeting has been laid down and remaining memberships transferred 
to Hominy.  It is now a preparative meeting under the care of Hominy Monthly Meeting.  
Hominy is handling finding leadership for worship on Sundays.  David Nagle’s first priority is 
to get statistics to set a dollar goal for fundraising for central heat/air at the parsonage and 
other repairs. Appreciation was expressed to David for all his leadership with Council House, 
the worship group they’ve started in Tahlequah, and his pastorate in Hominy. 

Next year’s Yearly Meeting Sessions are scheduled for June 4-7, 2020, at Heartland 
Friends.  LaVonna has three potential speakers for next year: Noah Merrill (his availability 
not yet clear), Colin Saxton is available the next 3 years.  LaVonna noted that it’s been seven 
years since Jan Wood was here and after a healing process, we have made the decision to 
thrive and move forward.  The correct use of our funds from the farm property has enabled 
us to find our direction forward with continual outreach to small worship groups and among 
ourselves. We are on a path to increased connection with each other.  We are looking 
beyond and outward rather than being in ‘survival mode’.  It is encouraging that others 
outside Great Plains are seeing growth and potential here. Connect, Equip and Encourage 
are words that Sara Scribner believes describe Great Plains Yearly Meeting.  We are here 
for each other as well as the wider world of Friends.   Should we celebrate where we’ve 
come in the past seven years?  The conga line and feast at the table visions were 
remembered. The idea to have several speakers from the wider world of Friends come and 
give meaningful presentations throughout the sessions was suggested.  How would we fund 
many speakers?  Marcel Martin, Paula Palmer and Ilene Flannigan were names mentioned 
on the evaluation forms as possible speakers.  We will have a special ‘zoom’ meeting to 
focus on yearly meeting plans for next year. There are approximately $3700 from the laid 
down Quaker Women’s conference for use.  The zoom call was scheduled for Monday Oct 7, 
at 7:30. 
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Sue Wine reported for the Nominating committee. There is a need for an Assistant 
Presiding Clerk for this year, to transition to Presiding Clerk the following year.  Sue asks that 
we all search our hearts for a name that the committee can consider. Many names have 
been mentioned, but the timing is not right for them at this time for various reasons.  Sue’s 
new email:  suewine427@gmail.com   LaVonna will be willing to stay on as assistant clerk 
after the 2020 sessions if a new clerk is not named until those sessions. We will have to be 
patient as way finds forward.  Dorlan will continue as assistant until further notice. 

Handbook/minute book discussion:  Is there a difference between our yearly booklet 
and a book of discipline? Our handbook was developed more as a procedural document on 
how we function.  The handbook is included within the minute book.  LaVonna would like to 
see a full directory of all the monthly meetings accessible (password protected) on the 
website.   A sub-committee to bring revisions and additions to the handbook is needed to 
report back to the continuing committee.  They could work on this and bring it back to the 
committee in the spring.   The whole book also needs to be on the website.  Connie Adams 
is willing to serve on the subgroup. Sue Wine’s name was suggested as a pair of fresh eyes 
and Lynn Zeleski’s name was mentioned as well.  They are encouraged to solicit any other 
help as needed.  These names were approved. 

Steve McConnell found several boxes of old minutes going back to early 1900s at the 
old meetinghouse in Central City and wondered what to do with them.  They can be brought 
to University Friends in Wichita and stored there. It was suggested that possibly some of the 
older ones could be scanned to put on the website. 

Finance committee:  Steve has 3 items to share.  A friendly audit with Lynn Zeleski 
was done yesterday, virtually on the website.  She is getting a report ready to submit to the 
yearly meeting.  She has some questions and suggestions as well as planning for a 
contingency if something happens to Steve or Connie.  She suggested that two people do 
the audit in future years.  The investments we have and our relationship with Everence were 
discussed and a subcommittee to work on that was suggested.   

The clerk of the finance committee will appoint this group.  Do we want another fall 
fundraising letter this year?  Do we need to raise money?  The student loan fund and youth 
monies are always needed at yearly meeting sessions.  The endowment fund could use 
some more money.  Could the fundraiser be sent with the newsletter that will be going out 
soon? Sara will write something up and run it by Steve before adding it to the newsletter.   

The Investments on the stock market are down a little bit now.  The money markets 
are making about $40 a month.  We’ll see where it stands next spring. There are some big 
travel events coming up the next few years for FUM and FWCC to Kenya and South Africa.  
We have upcoming youth that may want to take advantage of travelling funds in the next few 
years as well. 

Home Missions: Dorlan Bales shared the minutes from their meeting of Sept. 21, 2019.  
Sara has stepped up to be the editor of the newsletter they are planning. Erin DeGroot will 
be the graphic artist to compile the newsletter.  Paper vs. electronic copies were debated 
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and bulletin inserts are an option.  If you get an electronic copy, can you print if off and give it 
to someone?    

Visitation in pairs has come up as a challenge for the committee.  Two is ideal, but 1 
visitor is better than no visitors.  Sara has visited Topeka and plans to visit Central City and 
Hominy in the next couple of months.  John Krieg of AFSC is also interested in visiting 
Central City.  Topeka will host a pot luck with Oread an Manhattan on Oct. 27. 

The reimbursement amounts for travel was discussed and amounts were 
recommended:  $25 per day for food, 29 cents per mile plus tolls or rental car plus gas; up to 
$75 per night per hotel room that is needed.  These amounts were approved.  Connie will 
update the travel reimbursement form on the website. 

Ministry & Counsel:  Sara Scribner is the new clerk of Ministry & Counsel and going on 
a ‘listening’ tour of the Monthly meetings and get a sense of their conditions. This can help 
learn how to know what is needed to nurture the health of the meetings. Friends are hungry 
for fellowship outside of their own meetings.  She asked that members keep the transitions of 
the yearly meeting in our prayers, next year’s sessions, Friends in Ramona OK and the 
transitions in Council House. Her three areas of focus are: 1. A sense of the meeting. 2. How 
can the yearly meeting help? 3. What is happening with young adult and youth members? 

Ramona Monthly Meeting was laid down by Mid-America Yearly Meeting and LaVonna 
had a discussion with David Williams, superintendent of MAYM, regarding this to have better 
understanding.  Ramona has remained faithful to keep their doors open though they don’t 
currently have a pastor, but there is someone that is considering the position and they are 
praying about it.  LaVonna would like to go and visit with them about GPYM if they are open 
to this. 
There being no further business, we closed the meeting with open worship. 
Respectfully submitted, Cheryl Mallonee, Recording  Clerk 
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Mailing Address: 

Great Plains Yearly Meeting 

c/o University Friends Church 

1840 W University Ave 

Wichita, KS 67213-3966 

 

 

on the web: 

greatplainsyearlymeeting.org 

gpymcontact@gmail.com 

 

 

on Facebook: 

Great Plains Yearly Meeting 

 

 

Presiding Clerk:   

Sara Scribner 
SaraBScribner@aol.com 

 


